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Julio Gktet Mexican, azew irriane intered tke Unit 
States at Tig Juana, eight years ago. Went to work as a laborer for 
Japanese truck gardener in San Diego county» worked at that job for 
about twenty monthes and took what savings he had accumulated out of 
monthly salary of thiry- five dollars and “went to Los Angeles s#fere 

went to work for the Pacific Hlectric Railroad as a t#@k walker at 
same time attending night a ee the present time he talks almos’ 
Perfectuana ig gtdekY continuing his studies byb the medium of extensi 
courses He shaées that his parents are peodle of geome” considerable 


prominence in the state of Sonora, Mexico, and when he was 16 years 0 


age succeded ir having him entered in the Mexican Army H8@#KXXc academy 
at Vera Cruz, Mexico, where he acquired the rudiments of an education 
besides the military training,bet stetes—thet Tite did not ead for a e 
military career and came oa to the United States, prefering to a&ke hi 
way by his own efforts. States that after working in Los Angels for © 


Island where he stayed for almost a year 

of a local travel bureau’by whom he re at Present employed. He is the 
Native of MexicO thet the writer has ever cAme in contact with, zt 
thousands tHe has taken out his naturalization MHA¥XX ppoess. 

is first payers and states that as soon as he/is able he intends oe 
secure his second papers. Da 
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San tranchsco, Valif, 


Enrique vonseles.7 Mexican, born at tuxpan, stabeof 

Vera vruz, Mexico,#Says his home was about twenty miles from the 
wera where he was baptized, his home being located on the sanuco 

iver where it enters the gulf of Mexico. His father farmed a small 
plot of ground and ran a string obster traps and fished, selling 
his catches in the town of 1suxpan4” snrigue states that at the age of 
Seven his duties were laid out for him,!whiteh consisted of driving 
two burros to market twice a week or oftener, he had very little opp- 
-ortunties for eiucation as it was too far to own for him to attend a& 
school so his only schooling was three days every other week when a 
pries me to the little community and held classes for the children 
there 2. sixteen his mother died from snake bite and he 
says they had had about a year of bad ane ye0 ae father sold what 
land he owned, his boats and fishing equipmen , went to sampico and 
after making the nece y arrangments with the consul,there embarked 
for the united States, there hree in the party; his father, his 
sister and himself, his sister at this time being around twelve years 
of age. shey landed im san Pedro, valif. in 1915 and after passing 
the immigration station,they proceededrto uos Angeles where they rented 
a small place in the mexican quarters? «a week or so latter; his father , 
secured employment through an agency, ong with severa Other families 
of mexicans they piled their bel ngings into trucks and were taken to 
& ranch opporated by a dapanesé\ Located about half way bwtween uos Angele 


and oan Francisco where they were furnished with quarters and went to < 
work in the fields as beet pickers. they stayed at this occupation and 

on this place for some months Wher he—saye while he, his father and ‘ 
Sister,were at work one day.a man came into the field anda questioned 

them » nis man was some kina of a county wel. fare worker and the out» 
come of it was that he and his sister were eto attend school, his y, 


sister going full time and he three days a week, about a year latter 
his sister left with an itinerant Mexican farm worker, and since 
that time he has heard nothing of her. after about two years he came to 
san Francisco,leaving his father. He arrived in san rranciscd“looked 
up a friend ofkis whom he had met on the ranch and through the friend 
secured work as a milker and laborer on a dairy ranch close to san 
Francisco. shortly after this he was drafted or went into the army and 
was sent to vamp Kearney, valif. where he stayed for the duration of the 4 
War 4 Agter being discharged he returned to san Francisco and went back ! 
to work at the same dairy where he was sors yy enployea, bt this time, 4+ 
he married-{.\shortly after this his employer s6ld his milk COWS om, 4 
worseles states“Tie,had,some money saved and made some sort of arrangments 
to stay on the place, #e bought a-cow from his employer, a large flock , 
of chickens,and went into business for himself. ne says he has been on 
this place ever since, has two children and has always managed to make P’ 
a living of some sort or other, states He would like to become a Bitizen, 
and has intended to take these steps at gt ad thmes but puts it off 
and so far has done nothing about it, says wis main reason for this ; 
move would be so that he could purchase the place where he has lived a 
for the pastfourteen years. 
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ic 


ais very happy in his present condition and 
states that he is living on a much higher scale than he would be able to ~ 
under the same circumstances in his native land. 
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San Srmucisce, Calif. 


h ie ae 41 
sdwarde Vargaw, Mexicana, age,3X, borm in the city ef chihuahua im the 
state ef Cvhihuahua, Mexico. His Father was an eapleye ef ome of the large 
cattle ranches of that vicimity owmed by a (Hritish cattle company, s child- 
hood memories are mostly ceatered around the armed, disturbaneaces that 
afflieted that country. Saye s father rede with Willa and vurezce and was 
Killed while he was still a child. At the age of sixteen he joimed the cf 
imsurrectes under Orezsce and after several years campaigning eff amd on 1 
eatered baja Califermia umder the, command ef Sam Mesbey who had been a soldier 
ef fertume in mexico for years, ded his semi-military carreer at tia vuama 
wexico, im Way of mineteem elevem whem he states the detachment he was with 
were almost amnihilated by rederal treeps amd he cressed the line inte the 
paited States at Sam {sidre valif. as a refugee and was taken in custedy by 
{\/united states treops and held for a peried ef about six months and then 
/ \\ released orked at several jobs areund that vicimity fer a period ef about 
S\y sappy? years, the longest single period of employment being a job helé as a 
clerk in a general steore,owned by (american borm mexicam clese to the 
border where he stayed etgie® years.|\Veoined the | Seep army at the eutbreak 
_ of the world war amd was discharged at san Francisco, states took advantage 
_“ ef the simplified manner ef obtaining his first papers du ng his term ia the 
{ army and after being discharged secured his second papers}Worked at several 
different positions around oam rramcisco and in 1929 beught a small place 
at Half moon bay, im the mean time, and shor after his discharze frem the 
ar d married and now had twa children, im 1930 he secured steady empley- 
ment)with the municipal kailway as a track laberer which position he still 
holds. ne~states jim 1932 he wemt on part time some weeks Only getting two and 
a half days werk and seye-at this time he sold his e uity in his home as it 
was tee far fer him te come back and forth to work, With what momey he 
realized from the sale ef his home hemetates he intended te purchase a home 
in some part ef va rrancisce, but his curtailed employment and sickmwess began 
A./ te eat into this sum and heasaye-before he knew it the extra money was gone. 
yo andxkaa his work has not impreved very muchhe’is still renting a small 
" Place, has eme child im the fifth gzude at sc ool and ene in the first grade, 
lo 13 very preud of his children and seems genuinly grateful for the advantages 
a they have im this country smegarrery to most of the people of his race ig 
interested in civic affairs.’ pelities, “talks very goed énglish and says 
he has started to take up studies with his eldest bey and intends to fellow 
them as his som goes through school. 
De) 


—s 


x V armstrong 


~ a 


at we a a ey ee Oe eee | ee 


_ Maria Morefield 


, 6 : Oe: / PW i 
in ana enti Si a SrA 


7 Mevricans in Sen Diego County 
From personal observation and contact I would classify 
the Mexican population of San Diego county into four types. 
First, gear nia born Mevicans descendants of families 
who have been here for several generations. These families 


were of those who came to San Diego in the early days of 


Celifornia. Their ancestors may be pure Spaniards or a 


mixture of Spanish and Mexican blood. In Old Town may be 

found this type; and because these families have lived in the 
same Locality, sometimes in the same house, for many years, 

they still retain their Mexican identity. The present generation 
does not speak Spanish, or if they speak it, it is a verr 

slangy and Americanized Svanish hardly understood by an educated 
Mexican. They have no contact with "the old country" end have 
lost all interest in its affairs. 

The second classification would include Mexicans who have 
come to this country within the last twenty-five years, This 
type represents the modern, middle class of Mexico. They came 
to this country seeking a better standard of living after their 
economic security had been destroyed by the successive revolu- 
tions in Mexico. In this country they have gone into various 
fields of business and have found financial stability. Many 
of them own their homes and participate in community activities. 
Their children have attended the public schools and the univers- 
ities and colleges. The boys have gone into the business world 
as bank clerks, salesmen, and other occupations of the middle 
class. The girls have also gone into the business world on a 


par with Americen girls; many have married American boys. 
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Spanish is spoken in the homes; some of the older generation 
do not speak English, although well educated and having a 

high standard in the knowledge of art, music and literature. 
Yhis older generation keeps a long distance eye on the affairs 
of Meryico. It takes an inter<st in economic and political and , 
of course, religious conditions there but has no desire to 

take part or offer a remedy thereof. 

A third classification would be of Mexicans of recent 
migration, mostly vecause of political pressure. Some are 
refugees who had no choice in leaving their country. Their 
stay netne United States is only temporary and they sre looked 
on as famous visitors, even by their resident country men. 
While in this country t\ ey take no active part in the affaris 
of Mexico but keep a very keen eye on developments therein, 
always with the idea of returning and regaing their former 
prestige. Some of the younger and more active of this type 
contact and frequent leaders of this country with the idea of 
learning American policies and establishing friendly relations 
between the two countries. Thev sre those that lend color to 
any gathering or function of civic importance. 

The last classification is of Mexican unskilled labor. 
This is the type best known by the average American and the 
type brought to mind when the word Mexican is used. Most of 
these people were brought to this country to provide cheap 
labor at the time of crop picking, such as cotton. beets. ete. 


Their status in Mexico was of a servant class and would come 


in contact with the last two classifications only on that basis. 


They are of mixed Indian blood and many sre iffiterate. The 


Children and some of the men have learned to speak English 
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but few of the women have had the need or desire to do so as 

they have no interests to speak of outside of the home. Their 
standarf of living is Low., but thev consider themselves fortunate 
in being able to work in this country, as, however low the 

wages they will work for seem to other people, they are higher 


then theywould receive in their own country, 
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Monday night my son and I emjoyed the hospitality of 
a childless middle-aged enn le who ceme to San Diego seventeen years 
AZO. During the conversation I gathered that they came from Mexico 
city, where the hus band was teaching in the public schools. The wife 
has never worked outside her home, she said. According to their story 
they came here because of the MGheteiod conditions in Mexico, and 
attracted by the wonderful climate of Sen Diego, which they believe to 
be similar to that of Merion Goty, save for the excessive rain there. 

This femily who could be well classified as middle class 
Mexicans, own the five-room house they live in on.Logan-Avenue. The 
house is modestly furnished, end.everytaing-—io=clean ani orderly, There 
is a piano in the parlor, rugs, and overstuffed furniturey era with 
the exception of many pictures hung on the wall,.the home resembles 
the habitation of the average American working real 

Professor B. works at the Telephone Company as an 
electrician in the battery department, and in his spare time he writes 
articles and we owata net poetry for the Mexican magazines, 

As the couple had promised me, an elderly Mexican woman 
was there to tell me stories. So after we had conversed for a while 
and glasses of wine were passed, the old woman asked, "Have you ever 
heard the tale of la curiosa (the curious one)?" 7 

"No," I said, "but I'll be glad to hear it." And pulling 


her black shawl well over her head, the old woman commenced ; 
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"La curiosa was a young woman (muchacha) who did not be- 
lieve in ghosts or ghost stories. One day she was told that for three 
nights, beginning the 3lst of October. the souls of the departed ones 
(finados) step out of thd r graves to visit their relatives, or haunt 
and punish those who had offended them in life. 

"Oh, no, I don't believe in that foolishness," the girl 
said, with scorn, and to prove it, one Hallowe'en night she opened her 
Window and stood watch to see the ghosts pass by. The girl was advised 
Rees that DAS See Ge but the stubborn one paid no attention. As 
the clock: struck twélve, a soft murmer of voices rveg her attention. 
Frightened, the curious girl looked out of her window and the blood 
froze in her veins) @ long procession of white-robed figures, carry- 
ing lighted candles in their hands was coming down the street. 

"Repentant to have doubted the words of her elders, the 
girl tried to draw away from the window but she could not move an inch. 
With eyes opened wide with fri ehty ele watched them pass by her window, 
murmuring as if they were praying. The figures had g veilover thetr 
faces so she could not see their features. 

Suddenly a tall Figure, leaving the procession came close 
to her, and blowing the flame of his candley said, "Muchacha, td&e 
this candle and keep it for m. Tomorrow at this time I shall come 
Tore i ts, * 

Terrified, the girl took the candle, and as she went to 
put it away she noticed that the candle was the bone of a human leg. 
Early next morning the girl went to confession and the priest told : 
her what that really meant. The haat would come for her sould the 
next night. To avert the anata the priest told her to go alone 
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to the cemetery and lay the bone on the first grave she could see, 


ry 
gathered all her SQErees Wea? to the cemetery and did as she was 


and pray for the release of that soul. So, at midnight; the curiosa 


told. Since then she never doubted the word of her elders, or dis- 
puted the existence of ghosts. 
Can you tell me how Halloweten is celebrated in Mexico?" 
I aske d. not course," she said, "Hallowe'en, which in Mexico is called 
‘Hl dia de Muertos (day of the dead), is observed in many different 
ways. The poor classes fill baskets with food and collecting the 
family together they go to the graveyard a llorar el hueso, (to weep \ 
over the bone). The graves previously decorated with flowers, pictures 
of the departed one, and even favorite toys if he had died in infancy, 
are used as a pablo spread the food so that the dead could take 


the grace from its many dishes. The food is generously washed! with 


pulque, the native drink, and soy often such feasts end in fights or 
tragedy. , 
" "The upper classes place platters of food upon altars 


as a food offering to the dea dy while the family and visitors kneeling 


| 
| 
: 


before the altar, pray and sing for the release of the souls in purga- 
tory. The graves are also cgedeated with freshly cut or artificial 
flowers, and cemeteries are visited as the American people visit the 
graves of the soldiers on Memorial day. On public stands or booths 
foodstuffs, candy and toys are sold representing bones, skeletons, and 
skulls. The Mexican children celebrate by eating chocolate tombs and 
candy skulls. 
"La chismosa, (the gossiper) is another story in 


which a ghost took part," said the old woman, as I expressed my desire 
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to hear another tale. 

, "In a far away pueblo," the old woman began, "lived once 
a young woman (muchacha) who was envious of every one. This young woman 
had a friend who was about to marry a good and handsome man. (You only 
find those in stories)" commented the old woman, winking an eye at us. 
"Well, the young woman tried as hard as she sould to take the man away 
from her friend but she could not succeed. Furious because she had 
failed to vamp the man, the chismosa started an ugly rumor, that in 
reaching the ears of the good man ended thei r romance forever. 
a "The poor innocent girl suffered her dissappointmat 
in silence, but soon died ete broken heart. 

"The chismosa was happy. Renewing her efforts to 
catch the man, she soon succeeded in marrying her. But the wicked 
seldomg escape punishment, said the old woman, and from tha A the 
chismosa began to have bad dreams. Night after night the spirit of 
the dead woman would come to her in her dreams and reproacheé@ her in 
this way, ‘*Oh, chismosa, if it were not for your wicked tongue I 
could have had a boy who might have grown to be a great man. Instead, 
I am Jonesome and wandering. Woe is me} Woe is met moaned Hee ghost, 
and pulling her hair in desperation, the ail evans emer the air. 
"The chismosa confessed her sin to the priest, and for 

some time she was not molested by the apparition. Then came Hallowe'en 
night. The wicked wman forgetting entirely that the spirtt 6f her 
victim might come again, went to bed as usual. About midnight she felt 
a hand reaching for her mouth. Opening her eyes, she saw the ghost 
of her former friend standing peers her. ‘Oh, ahygeces the spirit 


moane@, ‘If it were not for your wicked tongue I could have had a 
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JULIAN PINA ©. 
“er he’ Found Jartan Pifa in his*very ‘humble! room! on—Tenth-Avenue, ~Sen- 
—Bteg 50; -Caltt | tit. where*h@’ lives as a bachelor of very scarce meansy witt¥e Ahe 


seeks employhent” as’ a’ ei sacl in’ one of thee downtown: restaurants, .where he| 
was “employed for’ some’ time ‘last’ year.’ His furniture is>composed. of arcot, 


two chairs, ‘a trunks and an electric stove of; twor burners whtch-he-uses-for— 


- A Mexican family rests: that, room to him. for five dol- 


ele te 


gat dresses poorly but’ néatly;” his clothes: showing, that he bought. tibia 
at a “sale, for the price and not’ for looks’ or. quality. |For: street. wear: he 
was ‘two suits which were hanging in’ a ‘closet’ ‘togetherwith a cheap ‘overcoat 
) and: ‘a few neckties. ‘On top of his trunk a few paper-bound Spanish books and 
lots of ‘uedioan papers were piléd up néar thé Seerrt ° ‘Kitchen and ‘tableware. he | 
had gl “using.” We had made an secant Witte and he was: courteous, to» — 
us, and very talkative. 
a 1 arrived to the United States seven years ago, coming ‘through Nogales, 
Ariz., and_bound 88 Los Angeles, ‘CatffY: where a distant relative ofrmine 
was established with nis. family. “They “had béen in this country for«several 
years ‘then, and the head ‘of ‘the ‘family nad’ ‘stéady work°with the Gas Company. 
They were now “laying an underg Fouria” pipe” sy Stem, and: by my relative! s-recom- 
_ mendation .. was given work digging ditches for this gas line. 
‘ 1 Over in Mexico I had been working first az a® farm-hand, | and then I~had 
set 1 up a little grocery store at Mascots, Jalisco,” where I was born42 years 
sag My father was a sort of tradesman)! he had- ‘an express ‘wagon ‘which he 


a ¢ 


. would load with odd merchandise front our town, and going from ‘one ‘plece to 


- the > other, he traded his goods ‘for? eeetne we tennne would sell inthe next town 
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Julian Pina ae 


‘tk. ST Pig 
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and i the profits he _ bought cattle and. different, products,’ making a mer- 


Wi 
iad 


aaah... and when we sold our Ware we-Split..the profit fifty-fifty? I haa the 


cantile expeditions two or three times. a year, each léesting a few sential 
“that merchandise he was unable to, se@l during hisitripj he passed’on to me 
“Por ‘disposal, in my store, 


NT, too, embarked on an industrtat business -inbarvery Sragilee dares I 


“established | a pottery at Mascota on which «I. spent -a very small sum of money, 
acts plant having been built in our back. yard;.I made 2 partner of ean old and 


‘experienced potter, advanced him foodstuffs,. tools, raw materials, ‘and a Little / 


| 


oP Peg that I was an accomplished. businessman,» but» when» twelve years ago, my 
‘father p passed away, and my. mother followed-him) a‘ year: later, I: realized that 
both of them had been helping. me, Pad) hand Le -my enterprise, and lacking their 


‘cooperation, I soon failed. 


"My spirit of adventure eweke, and I. began ‘to think of coming to the 
United States vt trying my duck. ,Right in. my town,» and undecided es yet for 
the brip i started some other enterprises, into: which Iv invested the small 
amount of money left to me’ by_my perents,.and again I failed, Then’ I made up | 
my mind to come over to California, leaving im Mexico) my two sister; and my 
brother, who at that time formed ny, immediate. family. «oand I' can't say that 


the political strife drove me out of my country, “because at Mascota we barely 


felt its damages; ‘I ceme to the United States,obeying-a desire for a change — \ 
for ‘the wae. | ben 
« Mien the ditch-aigeing fob, was. finished, at)Los Angeles, Tf sought work 
in other lines; I Worked, for. Several. months for a contractor of ‘cement work; 
Went te pick ‘?Pruit at Fresno, and, making..my- relatives! home ny living guar- 


ters. at Los Angeles, IT Was employed, (@uring several seasons at the fruit or- 


chards of bee Los Angeles district, pruning, the trees, irrigating the orchards 


NN 


and UES. gol ongetate during the snopes Then I got a dishwashing job in one of 


_ the big restaurants of Hollywood. 
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‘toes, the oold wanted J Had I*bech able ‘to speak: English. I.could easily, have 


ee 
Lee 


The work wis Hard and tiresome, with my ‘had always (submerged in hot. waters... 
down in thé Bivenenty bute Chée “the day was! dver jE. was.free.of worries and, 
Gh: apa genau nai 
ae “NT Have beén’ és ‘thrifty “as possible When Lvarrived -to, Los,Angeles 
seven years ago. tT had with mé “only “twenty |\doklars;ewhen back.in;1985,.I came 
to San Diego Seekifie employment within the! Exposition grounds,,I. brought, al- 
most oné’ hubdréd° dollars, “and these; afteriIihad»sent various’ amounts. to.my 
Pete ah EBB a° OaHERS I had’to waitothree weeks before) they,.gave,me a. job 
as dishwasher in one of the main! cafes ,{andi Inwaited: patiently for I could | 
count ‘upon’ the” savings’ I'had with me... Ih af matter ofa few. days, I, was promote / 
to & Kiterich helper, ‘ny: dutids! being ta pare all the, vegetables, mainly, pota- \ 
\ 
had a “fob as waiter? the boss ‘Liked «me. (01) hear fubere. Yor 

| “non my ‘days: “Off | im would. ‘goacross ‘the :kine»into Tijuana, where I ,made 
many acduaintandesy °' Lodo Nét drink; ,andoliving as ‘modestly,.as,,I do.now, .I 


succeeded in saving about two hundred dollars from my wages. ,During.one,of my 
d man 


‘visits to Tijuana, Io-met who owned what he called a ranc ie dilapidated shack 


and forty acres of lands “He; too; was’ irhgl ih. Veewonl oxen and, talked, of sel- 


ling his property and going’ back home) (Istold him Iycould.buy it, if the. price 


“was reasonable; he wanted: three hundredodoliarsofor, it. and. I offered him my, 


entire capitel, two hiindreds®| P bought! the’ranchs «Then 1, wrote.to my brother 
telling him to $611 piece oF property TI had in, our. town,..and. with the pro- 


duct to come ‘to Tijudnay 9 He madethe trip and brought, with him one of. our,,, 


“nephews, a boy of sévénteen;’ they: are »now:-taking. care of my ranch across the 


dine; T am giving’ themya little money for their expenses. This year they 


planted corn and beans, and are going to build a chicken coop. 


"Six months ago I went to Los Angeles and worked for a while, but as 
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z ia wanted to BEPABaRv, brother, ie came. det to San Diego Looking for RP 


job. Up to now I have been unable to find it, but ‘every day I go around the 


: restaurants downtown, and expect to be ‘wabhing : dishes again one of these days. 


I also have “in mind the project of setting up a business of my own, a small 
restaurant where genuine Mexican meals will ‘be served; Texpect th have the 


ppvegerat ion’ and: financial packing of a | Mexican’ woman ‘living nowoin: National 


City. In the.meantime I am going to enroll in one of ‘the English: classes gi- 


# ven in the public schools so that r may overcome the great handicap that, the 


ignorance of ‘the language means to any foreigner here. © sk 
"Apply fora, he) pith the W, PB, A 2 ‘t don't think®I. ever. will do it, 
because then. L. would not be able to £0 pack and forth to:Tijuana where I 
interid to settle down with some of ny relatives sooner or later.., My ambition 
is to bring «ny. family closer to me, vane join ‘them in the near future. You 
know I am single, end doni't expect to ever get married; $0 to have a home I 
must rely: upon: my, brother, and sisters, one of whom'ts @ widow, with several 


children. . She. needs my protection end I intend to give-it.to her as the head 


of the family, thet—i-em 


"JT have thought more than once of applying for American citizenship. <r 


like this country, its institutions and its people; but I don't want to lose 


my Mexican eitizenship{ te is a matter of patriotism as well as self-respect, 


at least that Ais che way T feel about it. “Besides that, we are so close to 


ve. 


pap sn 


_ Wake an active. part in the new life of my country; we are  Leatetat here the 


real meaning of democrecy. . MOD om me 
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ae cc. Was born the year of 1903.at Huepac,  Little’town 
in the State of Sonora, Mex. . My parents: were poor peasants’ ox” 
the_cleee-vommoniy—inownes peons,;. My father worged on ‘the. 
Tenches, and my mother kept, house. for. us; neither of them e@ver 
went to school, and ere the; peaceful-existence of the’ ignor- 
ant people. They sent/to School at. Magdalendy:acgoodssinea town: 
in Sonora, ny pedrino . (godfathey, & former: foreman: in OHe of” 
the ranches Where ny father worked, taking» care of iy “financial: 
shopesd fey Ta yet eight years.old Until Uifinished the - 
clenentary. course four Jears. later, 

"When I quit ars at ah me “back. to Huepac 
to join ny parents, Although. i was One: Of; thes very: few town's 
people WhO ivErg~2.b 1 ¢ to read and write. there! was nothing I could 
do us 0 ort into the. back country and WOrk.@8) a. common laborer 
for 31 cents a déy, But 1 Was: somebody at home-after a ten-hour 
day on the fields, because almost every evening Iwas requeste@-'': H 
to read or write letters for Our neighbors, winning in that way 
their respect and a few extra copper coinssthey would Give Saw 
humble iliikiatimaeneen My iparénts were very ‘proud 
of ves nth i 3 ; | 

"hy State was then, a chaos oY revolution. You ‘know -that 
yer’ 1911 Sonora contributed & great number of men to ‘the 


rebel aray , and Since the time a left the School there was a 


marked political Hoe st 2nd actuay fighting everywhere Sige itis 
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Rafael Varela gO Baleares | 
northern section of Mexicop Huepac, my ‘town, ‘couldn't be spared, 
and inspite of the strong protests of my father and ‘the’ suffer- 
ing of my mother, I had to join the rebel army fighting for the 
émaici'petion’ of the peons. Iwas sixteen years old then, and 

full of ‘énthusiasni, ambition and ‘courage, but af¢ter a few months 
of military service, I quit the army, heeding my mother's earn- 
est pleas, and decided to come into the United States p ae I knew 
that to remain in Mexico after ‘deserting any of ‘the parties in 
war, would mean a severe punishment or Gt a elt penélty,y for me. 

™ith the help of in employee of the’ Mexican’ consulate, who 

arrenged for me the necessary papers for my immigration, I-‘cros- 
sed the boundary line at Nogales, Ariz., and prodécded first’ to 
Phoenix, and then to los Angeles, Calif. - Confidentially, I am 
going to tell you ‘something ‘thet talseriea to me just a few days 
after my arrivel to Los Angeles. One day’ I called at ‘one of 

the employment agencies ome Trt. , and while waiting for the 
assignment of a ¥od, I got into an argument with another Mex- 
ican who insulted end provoked me, and finally attacked’ me with 


aknife, In deférse of my life I k421ied him with! nis don | 


weapon, was arrested, tried and given five years in San Quentin, 


"I’ can say that I took my first lesson in the English 


Se 


langue ge ‘in ‘the Fidel MMe TUR Sal and practiced it during ‘my 
almost four years Le? cathe tueuntgne ithe Pedevelbiany: I seem 
to have gottem some good out ‘of my misfortune: which’ was’ mp 
learning tne Hana oP hata cb aa the training I received 
in the most severe discipline a man can endure. Luckily for 
me, my parents ‘realized’ that’ I was nét At fault aha tuad my 


reputation had not been ruined, They suffered for iy cause 
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rey thee crak word to me through my godfather (they were not 
allowed. to enter this country because they were not able to 
read and write) comforting me and stating. that they were not 
ashamed.of their son. . en 

eB ineliyyewhen my time was URy I.was freed fron the Penifiin 
on parole,and-with,almost fifty dollars.in my pocket, my savings 
during my stay in, prison while,working in the shops. rig peg Be 
youd most of my mates in.San Quentin were sore at the police, 
judges and hata who, sent them there, end. then copplai ned of 
everything within the wallsg I felt. different, for ei know 43 : 
had a fair deal ac Fite my trial and tg et i had deserted 
the: Army! in Mexico, and; the. only; thing i feared was, my deport- 
ation which. they would have. ordered had I not, been legally inm- 
migrated, Instead, I was. set free hak only, the oblige tion to 
report from .time,,to,time .to. the sheriffSoffice wherever I would 
‘g0. (And now iI was able :to speak Englidh enough to understand 


‘and berunderstood. es 
i 

a 

"When 1 1was) Leaving the Penis fe man in the office asked 


‘me where i intended,to go, and T,,.told Himé to San Diego, the 
Closest lerge:town on the boundary line; I wanted to be &s near 
to Mexico .as possible, but,in, American territory ; he fixed my 
papers: mec andingly 4 end. NEES iL have lived since then. i have 
tried almost any “bok chal requiring special tvehtilles the can- 
neriésyand strect paving) fox a few months worked in one big 
lumber yerdg, in the, shipping department; L have cleaned the 
Otrasheand weedsS,in-city lots, and sometimes. 1 have run errends 
for Mexican, families who heave. given me my meals and a place, ue 


rest’ fornthe night.» 
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ead parents ana I hav e been Se ee ee by mail ; I write 


Then Long letters end they answer with a few “Lines telling 1 me 
te ie is mitts 


they are all ze cht. “Bouetimes ty meri ‘then | money which they are 


glad toasteoeire "as a bles: cing", my wo ther Bane Ria use eines 
307 “y ‘ ¥ 
have not chenged much in Huepec, and ‘she and may old men aed 


growing old. They have a school now in my town, and the teacher 


bs a 
oe 


takes care of writing tae letters to me. God bless her! oy sae ei 


sent her some of the ‘dooks I read and think she will enjoy. If 


BS 4 


a ever go back ame 11 teke her some , pretty thing gs asa token 


, hk de | 


of my appreciation, the last time ey mother Was per or in ved, 


thet ‘king teacher nursed her as as she were some needed vo us 


"Ten years ago : merried : a Me xican girl born and raised in 


the neighboring 1 town of sneinites, | met her when I was working 


for a wealthy Americen rencher, a Colonel who has a pig rench 
pear, there. a was boarding with her family for ‘three dollars & 


week, nad fell. in love with Varia, and she eccepted me; she wa 
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~ Sev renteen Jeers, old, With her nother’ Ss consent we made several 


trips to Sean Diego, bo ee hap for. our narriag Ze License, bought a 


£ a3 


few, olothes for the women folks, ond were married in ah Catho- 


if 


-  .» Se 2 


lic church, Six months later ay uo ther- in-hew died, and Taria 


Ne t i ep 4g 


and i cee. wee: tig. in. San Diego where i had vetter ‘chances for 


Mae. ney ee ey AS ES 


Lom: or ee 
¥ ~ » a 
Ih br w i 


finding work, 


ane wife lai reluctant to ieawa the small hats elie in ental 


ia “ gry b wee ik 
¢ TT. ee 
ma t 


hiss had _spent her ehilandad. “but ny reason for moviug eh Ban 
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idea of staying in 


Bacinites, so here we have been for nine years: 
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Maria’ s spy for 43 a pone ay whieh money we ‘pay “the” Baxes, 


* epairs that the house needs from time to time, and the balance 
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we use for wy wife! 5 clothing We even’ t any children although 


we would . welcome pipe nays conething I deeply regret because 


“ would like My give grendchildren ‘ my perents, and i oes 


of asham 


sort/to. go back to epee with only ny W354 os | 
‘She. too, has been working, as housemeid ar well-to- ao sank 
Lies, me the , Peginning I objected ax her going to at but she 


ped 4. ‘that yea me working Samos t RI ELS day, ihe felt Lonesome at 


home.. Mhen she Leay res home every porns ne she has our two. rooms 


dena. Mee tune yaya GLAmeA When we Rehuent from our jobs 


she cooks the evening meal, and we enjoy it after a dey, S hard 


work, Of course I help her around the house, but she is always 


willing.to do the housekeeping herself, She speaks good English 


and has lady-like menners which have helped to improve mine, If 


we ever sell our Sncinitas home and I start a . business of my own, 


I will amount to somebody among my fellow workers, 


"No. Strange as it hey appear to you, I do not dream of 
going back to Mexico, 


_ In the first dS am satisfied with my 


actual conditions then, I fear that Maria is going to 


hind 
my old 
folks tooignorant and too humble, 


i fear) also, that she will 
never be content with what I can offer herin Hue: 


DEG, the small 
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She, having been born here, hes become used to 
everything she can Set in this country, end she would not like 
living where we cook on woo#- 


bumming stoves, heve no clectric 


light, ana have never had a bath tub, 


"There is something which ites my life, otherwise happy3 


that I am not doing for my ola folks what they deservej. that 
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i a way to comfort them and at the same time to have my 
wite satisfied. But this is very hard to accomplish. We 
are now living in the 


* . 


imeric&an’ style; , in a ‘three- room bung- 
alow; our meals are American, and everything surrounding us 


Bota Ameri any. S. Maria will’ note ‘Biveoupuher actual comfort, and . 


teen feel very willing to’ dispense with Minegelin jour 
Bin nok, the: same man who “camesto this’ countrys 17/ |Y eae swagnino-glass. 
Whether for good orevil Tama Rhahpedamny#l. The few of th 
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MEXICAN POPULATION OF SAW. DIEGO 


Location and Size of Local Colony: ‘The Mexican population of 


San Diego county according to the Fifteenth Census returns in 1930, 
was 15,996. Of these the great majority were of the working-class, 
that is unskilled immigrants of recmt arrival. The few of the re- 
_fugee, diplomatic and educated classes are not recorded as a group, 
but it is very likely that there are not more than a few hundreds 
of theme combined groups, or of the native-born Mexicans of several 
generations standing. Likewise th descendents of aristocratic 
Spanish families (those who were political amd social leaders in 
Rehic early days of the Southwest), are to be found in very small 
numbers and largely are admixed with the Anglo-Ameridan stock. This 
latter group is not counted as Mexican in the census, however, but 
any that could be classed as "white" were so counted, 
There are two outstanding settlements of people who 

Claim Mexican ancestry. One of these is 014 Town, on the northem 
side of the city, about three miles fron the center of population. 
The other is the Logan Heights-Ne ighborhood House District. 

wa Neighborhood House, an institution much like Hull 
House in Chicago, has in 1936, five hundred families on its files. 
The House is qa social center for the neighborhood as well as a social 
service agency. Information derived from the director of this center 
therefore should give a representative picure of the entire neighbor- 


hood. It is probably that about half of the Mexican population of 
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the entire city resides in this district. 

| The main settlem mt of the native Mexicans is in 01d 
Town, where, according to the estimate of the principal grocer there, 
there are about seventeen hundred Mexicans, either mainly Indian in 
racial composition or mainly European, through long periods of inter- 
mixture. The social life thee emters around a Friday even dance 
held in the schoolhouse, which is conducted in a thoroughly American 
fashion. The children disdain to speak Spanish or to be different 
from the average American boy or girl in the larger community to 
the south. 

Places of Origin: From a sanpling of the files at Nei ghborhood 
House it appears that most of the Mexicans come from Lower California, 
Jalisco, Chihuahua, and Sinaloa. There appears to be a larger number 
from Lower California than from the others. This is not true of 
on eee the state, as Guanajuato, Jalisco, have first 
Places as states of origin. Towns in Lower California from which 
several families were known to have come were, Loretto, Ensenada, 

La Paz, and San Jose del Gabo. 

Places Lived Before Coming to United States: There are no fig- 
ures to show how many entered California thmugh other states in 
the southwest, but from biographical material it would seem that 


quite a large number came into Texas first, and hearing of the ad- 


_wantages offered by California move here after perhaps years of 


living or wander ing in other States. A few here in San Diego lived 
as far east as New York. 

Length of Time in U.S.: A little more than half of all Mexicans 
in the city of San Diego in 19%, were native born, am a little less 


than half were foreign-born. Of the foreign-born, the largest numbers 
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cane in the decades from 1901-1910, and from 1915 - 19230. ‘This does 
not incoude those who came in large numbers illegally over the border. 


Some authorities have estimated on the basis of census figures that 


as many have entered illegally as have come legally. Since 1930, 


F because of the economic depression and the difficulty of securing re- 
lief because of non-citi zenship status, immigration has dropped off 
: marke dly throughout th ountry and in San Diego. In 1931 for the 
: first time, the emigration of Mexicans exceeded the immigration, and 
My ever since that year the number of departures has been anywhere from 
six to eighteen times the number of admissions. Accor ding to the 
aa director of Neighborhood House, those under nineteen years of age 
of age were born here, for the most part, end those over 19 or 20 
were born in Mexico. 
Organizations; There are two agricultural workers! unions in 
San Diego County. One meets in the Neighborhood House District and 
. is affiliated to the Mexican Feder ation of Labor, and one is independ- 
: ent and has several locals, usually about seven, and meets in San 
ivard Tok the Mexican border. Both of these unions Imve suc ceeded 
in raising the wage scale two or more times. Membership is alsmost 
exclusively Mexican in both, 
In Old Town there is a Spanish American Alliance, a 
secret society for Spanish-speaking people, with mutual aid and 
life insurance benefits. Another lodge, the Caballeros ae la Gran 
Tenoxtitlan, (Knights of the Great Tenoxtitlan), of similar aim, 
op@ates in San Diego, but its activities are very limited, and its 
life is highly precarious. Member ship in both societies is mainly 
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Native Newspapers in the Vernacular; Most of the English 


speaking young ilexicans read the American daily papers, but the Los 
Angeles paper published in Spanish, La Opinion, seems to be the most 
widely read of the non-English papers. There are none published in 
San Diego County at present although several years ago one was pub- 
lished Nerho ana widely read, 

There are three papers issued in Mexico City to which those 
‘Subscribe who can afford to do so, and these are the Excelsior, El 
Universal, and El Nacional. Another paper with a circulation here of 
200 is El Machete, organ of the Communist party of Mexico, and one of 
the favorite magazines is Caras y Caretas, published in Habana, Cuba. 

Feasts and Holidays: The Mexican people in San Diego of all 
Classes are mainly Roman Catholic, and their culture shows a consider- 
able amount of infiltration of Catholic elements, There is a saint 
for every situation and person, Despite the pressure of the Anglo- 
American social milieu, they maintain the custom of celebrating certain 
Mexican holidays. One is the anniversary of their independence from 
Spain on the I6th of September, and the other is to commemorate the 
battle between the French and the Mexican armies at Puebla on the 5th 
of May in 1862, analogous to our Fourth of July, marking the end of 
Mexico's domination by Europe. 

Catholic holidays and festivals are observed by most of the 
working class and recent emigrants. The middle classes, who as a rule 
are most particular in the observance of religious customs are here 
becoming very lax in their Celebrations. There is a lessening interest 
in their observance of the I6th of “eptember which festival is usually 
held at Balboa Park with patriotic speeches and a program with concert 


and dances. 
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These people in their homes, however, are still as hospitable as 
they are reputed to be, and on special occasions such as weddings and 


birthdays, or baptisms, they treat their guests with home-made delica- 


cies, tamales, enchiladas, frijoles, albondigas, and tacos, all national 


dishes. They also present exhibition folk-dances at these private 

gatherings, one of the most famous of which is El Jarabe Tavatio. 
Folk-tales and Myths: There is a marked difference between the 

middle and working class families regarding the folk-tales kept alive 


within the family or group. ‘the former insist that the most popular 


stories are traditional European legends such as Snow White, Hansel 


and Gretel, Cinderella, and Alibaba and the Forty ‘thieves. 


These are presented with numerous variations of course, but follow 


the pattern*in every respect. The workers! children, while they hear 


these stories in school and at Nei ghbor hood House, are more intrigued 
by the "devil" tales told then by their Indian or mestizo mothers. But 
the baila ren are not alone in their belief in primitive sorcery and 
various superstitions, as may be seen by the following story. 

the director of Neighborhood House invited several of the mothers 
to her mountain cabin for a week-end trip, but one of them, who had a 
young baby, refused to go, giving various reasons. She was finally 
prevailed upon, after being promised a comfortable carriage for her 
baby to sleep in, and upon their return to San Diego the director dis- 
covered the reason for her earlier unwillingness, 

It seems that there is a story told among the Mexicans that if a 
young mother does not watch all night, a snake will come, remove the 
milk from her breasts, leaving them dry, and put his tail in the baby's 
mouth to fool it into believing it has been fed. When the baby loses 
weight, grows sickly and seems about to die, the mother usually stays 


awake all night worrying, and thus discovers the cause of the trouble. 
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This woman believed that snakes were numerous in the mountains, 
as she had been told so, and had therefore refused to go. this super- 
stition is similar to the Asiatie and ancient Babylonian legends of 
Lilith. 

Another very old religious superstition held by the Mexicans is 
that when a saint is called upon to aid his or her protege, and fails 
to do so, the image or picture of the saint is turned up-side-down, 
and if that does not bring the required results, it is turned to the 
wall, This has a distinct relatioship to certain African, European, 
Asiatic and Mayan customs, and even present day Cambodian, 

Occupations: Most of the lower class Mexicans were farm laborers 
before coming to this country, and in fact were practically slaves on 
the large haciendas of the wealthy land owners. Some worked in the 
mines, but in-the United States the majority remain farm laborers, or 
as they are called in California, migratory agricultural workers. 

In San Diego, however, the proportion engaged in this industry is 
not so large. The greatest number of male wage-earners are day labor- : 
ers, many of them enployed on W.P.A.projects. Many of them are skilled 
in cement work and so are in demand in this particular field. they 
were formerly employed by the Gas Company, but have been laid off and 
replaced largely by white men. 

Perhaps a fourth of the male wage-earners may be classed as semi- 
skilled workers, such as gardeners, pantrymen, truck-drivers, firemen, 
janitors, cobblers and cannery wrkers. Less than a fourth are skilled 
workers, carpenters, plasterers, meat cutters, blacksmiths ana cooks, 
while a few are shopkeepers, ship owners, Salesmen, agents and clerks. 
The miadie or higher class, who are much in the minority, are students, 


{ 
merchants, professionals or diplomats. 
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Celebrities: During the last decade many wellknown Mexicans 
have visited San Diego and a few of them have established their resi- 
dences here. Among these may be mentioned three former presidents of 
Mexico, General Pascual Ortiz Rubio, who ows a beautiful home in San 
Diego; General A.L.Rodriguez; and General P.E.Calles, an outstanding 
figure in Mexican politics until recently, when he has made San Diego 
his refuge since his enforced exile from his own country. 

Two noted authors, Nemesio Garcia Naranjo, and Querido Moheno, have 
visited San Diego and given lectures on literary subjects to the Mexican 
colony. Maria Grever, famous musician and composer, and Jose Mojica, 
young and accomplished tenor, have given successful recitals here. 

The whole cultural motif of San Diego is colored by the historical 
fact of the Mexican colonization, end much of the interest in the city 
centers in the Mexican traditions and customs, yet class lines and 
racial heritage have prevented the people from Mexico from presenting 


a united front to the Anglo-American world. 
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BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS 


To what extent the religious beliefs of Mexican people 
ala into superstition, is somethire very hard to decide. No 
less: than 98 per cent of the Mexicans are Roman Catholics, or at 

eae they believe they are. No matter how Opposed a man or woman 


_ claims to be toward the Catholic faith, regardless of his affilia- 


u ¥ 


ition 46 any other i a or his culture, or even his pledges to 


ie! secret societies and lodges, the Mexican is Catholic in his heart. 
a" He believes in miracles and Superstitions, the latter being classi- | 
Bio) fied by groups. One cannot overlook that Mexican people have origi- | 


ai nated from two strongly religious cultures, Spanish and Indian, Catho- 
~~ lie and Pagan, 
oe In many fields the Mexican people who come to the United | 


States become influenced and changed by the American; that is in many 
‘fields the religious, Mexicans have their ow churches all over 
Otte e ountry where the Mexicam population is in evidence, They attend 
eS mostly the women, in these churches, and very seldom so 
as much as visit any other Catholic church but their om. The clergy of 
the) Mexican churches encourages its parishioners in their traditional 
_ arstons, offering them certain appointed rites and festivals in ac- 

- cordance with their Pate Aes these ceremonies, announced in Spanish, 
i do not attract the non-Spanish-speaking parishioners, A partial list 
wae could possibly be considered superstitions in which Catholic 


Kicans concur follows: 


, mond Nonato is supposed to help in childbirth 


‘oat tae by women in the eyed 
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Advocate against eyesight troubles. 


St. Anthony the Abbot, is protector of house pets. 


One day 
every year is dedicated to the blessing of cats, 


dogs, birds, and 


alll kinds of pets. People gather outside a church, 


carrying their 
pets gaily adorned, and a oon gives them his blessing in memory 
of St. Anthony. 


, — Lawrence is considered Special advocate against fires and 


" 
barns. 


St. Christopher is held as patron of travelers. 


St. Thelmo is patron of sea-faring people. 


St. Plas, Advocate against throat trouble. 


On the day of the 
ee year Which is dedicated to this Saint, the priest passes two blessed 
_ esadles around the parishioners'-neck to preserve them against throat 
4 disease. 


a St. Mathew is supposed to control the winds and the frosts. 


ta | St. James, portrayed always riding a white horse to fight with 
eh. 


the Moors, was the protector of the Spanish conquerors, 


end there- 
itive, the Indians' foe, 
e , St. Pasqual Bailon, worshipped by the Indians with dances in- 


side the i genie is considered the herald of death. It is a common 


k "belief that he raps three times in succession at a short distance 


Ora the person wh ose death is near, ‘so.it will not reach him before 


1a has a chance to prepare for death, 


St. Cayetano, it is supposed, was very fond of betting. People 


“who ee some thing to be done intheir favor, bet the Saint he will 
] lose, 80 ne takes interest in winning, They use a kind of prayer which 
form of a challenge, betting 


opposite to their wishes. 
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fae aeiann. San Cayetano (St. Cayetano, St. Cayetano, 
te apuesto y te gano, I bet ia Sand -L°r) win, 
@ que no gano." that I will not win), 


‘, St. Rita of Casia is called "Conqueror of Impossibilities” 


‘supposing she will overcome the greatest of obstacles and hardships. 


Yr 


(the is revered by all the Mexican Catholics. 
Pal 


, 
. The Virgin Mary is veehatea in may forms, the most popular 
iy A? 


: bite 
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4 


of them, among the Mexican Catholics, being that of the Virgin of 


Guadalupe. The legend or tradition says that she appeared three 


Mh ty : : ee - 
times to an Indian named Juan Diego, on the Tepayac Hill near Mexico 
ge 
4 


f 
. 


City, ab out four centuries ago, and became the Indians’ protector. 
When Miguel Hidalgo, a Catholic priest, proclaimed the independence 
a. of Mexico on the 16th of September 1810, he adopted her picture as 
his flag, giving the Virgin of Guadalupe the highest command in his 
rebel amy. 
a | Catholic churches dedicated to Mary of Guadalupe, exist by 
Bei sne hundreds all over Mexico, In San Diego there is one on Kearny | 
Mistcoct, built mainly with donations and supported by Mexican Catho- 
lics. ia 
a Sometimes the Mexican Catholics indulge in practices al- 
most of pagan character, as those dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua. | 
Bei tie to the use of blessed cmdles to beg the divine favor, 


M 4 


¥c candles which are ier es in front of the Saint's alter, and the 


extensive. display of blessed medals, scapulars and relies, sold 


als the churches, Neer mentioned what some of the believers 
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do to aitl.e Soy favors from Saints. As to St, Anthony, for instance, 


care. of them ha ng his picture with the face against the Wall, or 


as) et? 


head-down, to urge the granting of the favor théy are begging. If 
peels Bb. Anthony stays indifferent, they hide his picture in 
and they believe they are punishing the Saint. 


ae tee sotes dealing with religious articles (two of them 


and sculptures of the Saints, ae are sold to the believers for 


» 


8 honoring at home. Scores of little prayer-books and dedicated 


mostly in Spanish, to each Saint, that point out the saint's vir- 
* i] 
tues end publicize his miracles are sold, so as to maintain the faith 


of the Catholics, It must be stated that some of those practices 


yyare forbidden by the ecclesiastic authorities, but 


Pe ij 


the believers con- 


- 


_ trive to perform them. Among these practices there is one dedicated 
an 
to the Saint Magnet Stone (Santa Piedra Iman ), unequivocally pagan. 


4 little book praising its marvels is Sold everywhere at Spanish book- 


stores for a nickel.’ 


It would be almost impossible to summarize in a few lines all 
the names of the saints and their respective deeds for the believer. 
_ According to every Mexican Catholic resident who has been inter- 


viewed on the subject, every town in Mexico has its patron saint. 


A noticeable majority of San Diego’s Mexican population has arrived 
ay os i 


na eligi ous ceremonies and rites, oe late years, 
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Jt is an incontrovertible fact that at least 90 per cant 


the Mexicen homes in this county, display in prominent places a 
wumber of religious pictures consecrated by the worship of members 
the fanily. On most doors a primitive cross made of palm leaves 
(blessed at a GF ea ceremony on Palm Sunday) is placed by the 


ay 


dwellers to fight misfortune. Inside the homes there may be found 
her tokens of Catholic faith: the blessed candle to be lighted 
ease of grave danger of death; a piece of blessed bread intended 


to fight extreme poverty; a small bottle of holy water to be used 


ss 


in case of serious illness. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
INTERVIEW WITH MISS JONES, October 27, 1936. 


Mexicans no longer yeam to return to their homeland, according 


to Miss Jones of San Diego's Neighborhood House. Their attitude has changed 


Bis the past five or six years. Too often they receive pitiful letters 


At one time they would come to Neighborhood House and with ut- 
a secrecy Sour ide nr a th oe to become a citizen of the United - 
‘States but stressed, they wished their intentions kept secret as they would 
os. : ee by their ow people. One man is now endeavoring to prove that 
che came here in 1905 but as yet no positive proéf can be found. If he can 
prove he came ei onito: Me6e he will not have to file citizenship papers. 

"ae Mexican boys and girls fromthe age of 16 to 19 years were born 
in United States. They show an interest in the coming Novenber election, 


Sa counsel on the meaning of votes, how to fill in ballots but definitely 


| :.... changed presidents, They still hold a patriotic sqmtiment for 
eir country, especially the older generation who will always want to go 
back but cannot because of their children, It has come to the point of 


yosing between their country and children. Mexico does not appeal to the 


The Neighborhood District is overcrowded as there is always a 
ity of houses. Families migrate constantly which is customary with they 
std ele i ae 


love to travel, one instance being of a Me ays aaa apn 


six years. | 
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and great numbers cross the border into Texas and come here. The 
c of Mexicans into United States began in 1909 and 1910, although 


en. S migrated here before that date but not in large numbers. Statistics 


"Multitudes of Mexicans migrated to United States during the war 


1 labor was scarce. Consecutive revolutions in Mexico kept them in con- 


at still in demand, and ney find employment as laborers in con- 
tion work, as fruit pickers, and the Santa Fe and Arizona Railroad Com- 
7 employs numerous Mexicans, but since natural gas is used Kee tabarers 
needed. The Spreckels Street Car Company employs Mexicans for manual iehaee 
‘the chief occupation of young men and women is working in the San Diego 
pneries. WeP oA. also depends on Mexican laborers as cement finishers. 
rial Valley, an outstanding agricultural county, keeps Mexicans well eme 
yed in their lettuce and cantaloupe crops. One of the leading unions is 
sgrica lturel workers union affiliated to the Mexicam Federation of Labor, 
rioultural group that could not afford to meet the high dues of the 

‘can Federation of Labor, and so organized their own union. They first 

- Neighborhood House. All meetings were held very secretly and guards 


i 


> lways stationed so that no unidentified person could enter the building. 
Br 


i a a 5 
_ As a whole Mexicans are ambitious, if they can own an acre of land 
Lee they are happy. Among the lower class, beans or frijoles is their 


tise no ovens in their hone to bake with but are anxious to 
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ae ae to do their personal baking. The men come to 

borhood House on Sundays and play horseshoes and watch ball games, 
aan , Mexicans are very sincere in their religious beliefs and 
sighborhood House is non-sectarian, There are several Protestant chur- 
hes in the Neighborhood district that have fairly good attendances, but the 
Catholic religion predominates. Their strong faith and belief in the joe ae 
1 Mary is most touching, and they keep a vifggil light buring in her honor, 
A - nearly any situation in life they have a saint to pray to, and of these 
ir Lady of Guadalupe is most beloved. The twelfth of December is a holi- 

r in her honor, a day for fiesta and parades, One little girl says that 
she will i, lea love St. Joseph best "because he saved her mother’s life. 

: r mother was very ill, so she prayed to St, Joseph to save her mother's 
life (oe he did." 

fe Little Mexican children love to hear and to tell fantastic 

Mer eries told to them by their elders. Their favorite being the story 

ut the ‘devil doll', The doll is made of wax or rags and is stuck full | 
of pins or thorns from the maguey plant. It is believed that the enemies 


of the family suffer excruciating pain so lang as the pins remain in the 


During the summer months Miss Jones takes the Camp Fire Girls 
Dehesa, California, where they have a mountain cabin. The particular 


r it was decided the mothers and little children would go along. All 


ing numerous flimsy excuses. After much persuasion even to taking 


baby buggy for her infant she agreed to go and apparently enjoyed 
La Mecha ok ght Py 
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) She rode in Miss Jone's car and evidently 
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| mythical tale: Some one had told her that there were many snakes 


ee mountains, and she was afraid for her Behm SWé said; "thatya 


wld come while the mother slept and take all the milk from her breast 


i ee it's tail in the baby's mouth, In the morning the mother would 


. was wrong." This “Rapa so peels believed this tale she had eee 
awake nights during her stay in the mountains, every morning her breasts 


had been full of milk so she knew the snake had not come. 


a Aceves was present at this interview and every time Miss Jones 
itioned tsnakes' he would rap on wood). 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - MEXICAN 


Andres Atemse, shop keeper and official bouncer of 
suspicious looking end unruly Mexicans who may appear from 
time to time in-Olvera—Street;-Los.Angeles,.came here with 
his family as a refugee from the revolution. Their home 
was in Aguascalientes, state of the same name, in the 
central part of Mexico, which is rather a low and tropical 
part of thee country. His father, a rancher, had prosper- 
ed for many years under the long Porferio Diaz adminis- 
tration, but when the old president's power was broken 
they lost interest in their native land and started for 
the United States. Though Andres cannot be armed with any 
official authority from the state or city, because he is 
still a citizen of Mexico and hence without power to 
arrest, he works very effectively in the interest of law 
and order. He often gets information of much value to the 
police, Not long ago he tracked down three notorious 
thieves of clothes and jewelry, and wien the officers 
finally picked them up it was discovered that two of them 
were badly wanted in San Francisco and the other other in 
Los Angeles. He is very proud of his position and on 
occasions dresses in all the regalia of the Mexican-- 


distinguished looking sombrero, heavily embroidered bolero, 
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sash. and trousers with gorgeous gold slashings, thus mak- 
ing an addition to the Mexican atmosphere of the Olvera 
Street shopping center which is interesting to Eastern 
tourists. 

For the management he collects rents from the stall 
keepers, settles small disputes between them, enforces 
sanitary regulations and sees to it generally that things 
run smoothly in the street. He is a silversmith by trade. 
However, since his arrival in Los Angeles he has had many 
different kinds of jobs and avocations, but now that the 
depression is passing, he expects nips put in much more time 
making silver jewelry. 

ss *T was born in 1888," he said, "and spent the first 
19 years of my life on a ranch. My father had a place of 
abqut 800 acres, 25 miles fran Aguascalientes, where he 
raised all kinds of fruit and vegetables and sold them in 
the city. There were nine children in our family-~five 
boys and four girls and I was the next to the last one to 
arrive. We had plenty of horses on our place and as boys 
nyself-and-brothes said a lot of riding around over the 
hills. Automobiles were practically unknown in that 
neighborhood in those days. The road to town was fine and 
down hill all the way and our wagons full of vegetables, 
would make the trip in about four hours which wasn't bad. 


But a good team with five mules could take a coach to town 
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in two hours--not fast as an automobile but plenty fast. 
That was the way the people traveled then.” 

The immemorial love of a Spaniard for a mule comes out 
strong in the Mexican and wien Andres’ English rather fail- 
ed him in his attempt to describe those dashing trips from 
his father's ranch down to Aguascalientes, his brown eyes 
sparkled and he leaned forward in his chair and clapped his 
hands. It might have been the report of the cracker at the 
end of the long lash. 

'Undele, undele"™ he exclaimed and you could see the 
five little black mules throwing themselves against the 
breast straps and breaking into a rapid trot. *"No* he added 
pridefully, "we didn't need automobiles in those days; we 
went to town," quite unconscious of the slang. In pleased 
reminiscence of that period of his youth when four footed 
means of transportation entered quite as largely into his 
life as the automobile does with that of every other persm 
today he continued; "We had some fine horses. One of them 
cost my father 380 pesos but the usual price was around 40 
pesos. A good mule could be had for 25 and a donkey for 
only 12 pesos. The mules were never shod because they would 
slip too much on the paving and when on the road a rapid 
rot was their slowest gait. It wasn't such a killing pace-- 
they lasted 12 or 14 years before we turned them out. Of 


course it was up grade coming back from town put vegetable 
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wagons were returning light end did not lose much time. 

Nor did the grade make a great deal of difference to a team 
of five good mules and a light coach. Also the mules were 
coming home where they knew that they would be fed--that 
helped a lot. 

"I received my education in a private school and finish- 
ed in seven years. I learned a little bit of English which 
meant a good deal to me when I began to pick it up in this 
country. After I was 19 years old I went to work ina market 
stall in town where I sold produce from my father's place 
and also general merchandise. This was my first lesson in 
keeping store but I have had a lot of it since then. One of 
my brothers also came to town and got a job as a clerk, but 
all the rest of the family stayed at hane and helped father 
on the ranch. After several years at the market stall I got 
af job as a timekeeper. 

"Then the revolutim broke out and I went back to the 
city and a friend taught me the trade of silversmith. I 
worked at it for four years and really learned how. Then 
I was anxious to get away because the revolution was becom- 
ing very bad and so I came to Los Angeles. Here I first got 
a job with a manufacturing jeweler named Mora and wes with 
him two years until he died. Thenyas there did mt seem 
to be much in the jewelry business, for a while I found a 


lumber yard in San Pedro where I worked fa@ six months. 
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After that there was a strike on the West Pacific and that 
gave me a place that lasted fa abmta year. My next job 
was with the Pacific Telephone Co., in San Pedro. It was 
with the cmstruction gang and that lasted for three and a 
half years. JI had a market stall for a year and then came 
back from Sen Pedro to Los Angeles and worked for myself at 
the jewelry trade for three years. Since then I have been 
in Olvera Street." 

Andre's stall is one of the most elaborate in the 
street. He stocks a wide selection of gaily ornamented 
sombreros; many different kinds of earthenware vessels am 
cabinet ornaments of both Mexican and Indian manufacture, 
and of course a line of silver jewelry. He also takes 
special orders for silver work. The most profitable item 
in his stall is his Mexican candy. He says that it mt- 
sells all the rest of his stock put together, and in fact, 
is the principal support of his business. 

He has never married because he has always been too 
busy taking care of the members of his family. Soon after 
he got his start in Los Angeles, he brought most of his 
family here to live with him. It was only after the 
revolution had reached t@& a very serious state that his 
father decided to leave Aguascalientes and come to Los 
Angeles. He offered the ranch for sale and received but 


9,000 pesos for it which was a great blow to the family's 
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financial prospects, because in quieter times he would have 
gotten several times that amount. 

mt don 't know that I will ever become an American 
citizen,” he said. Like many of his countrymen he may look 
upon the effort that it would take —.-just too much trouble. 
it seems to be a case of "Manana, manana" with a lot of 
them. He is very well satisfied with his present status and 
has no desire to take a hand in local governmental affairs. 

"I like this country because I always get my rights 
here and because it is always so quiet and peaceable. There 
is never any trouble. All aman has to do is to keep straight 
and he will be let alone. 

"In our family--what there is left, because my mother 
died two months ago and my father two years ago, we always 
talk Spanish but I read both in Spanish and English. I 
sometimes get papers from Mexico but usually depend on the 
ones printed in Los Angeles. I also read stories--sometimes 
Spanish--sometimes English. I don't take any interest in 
political leaders and while I like music, like any Mexican, 
I play on no instrument. Never took a hand in sports except 
horseback riding and maybe a little baseball at Aguascalientes, 
Will never go back to Mexico. Like it too well here. I get 


my rights. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY =~ MEXICAN 


Mauricio Cattéron, whose music store is—at--408-North 
MainStreet, ios-Angeles,~does a profitable business among 
his countrymen in the sale of Mexican sheet music, which 
ts written and published in the city of Mexico, He does 
not handle music produced by American publishers, though 
when the sale of phonographic records were at their height 
some years ago, before the general advent of the radio, rec- 
ords made in the United States were in considerable demand 
among Mexicans, though even then the music that appealed to 
people of Spanish descent was favored. 


"The Mexican people, whether at home or abroad," he said, 


tare devoted to their own music. No matter how popular a 


piece may be in this country very frequently it does not 
meet the Mexican'ts idea of the best harmony. I am not a 
musician myself though it was my fondness for music that 
attracted me to this business, Some years ago right after 
the revolution had forced me to leave Mexico I was in El 
Paso without a job and without a business, remained there 
about a year trying to make up my mind what to do next, 
Then I decided that the sale of phonographs and records to 
my countrymen who had been driven out of Mexico would prove 
a profitable business, Particularly was I interested in 
offering music that was reminiscent of the homeland. Soon 


after that I went into business in Los Angeles and the idea 
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proved profitable from the first." 

Mr. Cadderon speaks English very well and it was sur- 
prising to find that though he had been here for 22 years, 
and actively engaged in business all that time, he had never 
become an American citizen. However, he had a very ready 
explanation for that position, 

"This is my second country," he said. "I am devoted 
to it and I love my life here. So do the members of my 
family, yet I have a reason that is satisfactory to oe aurs. 
and also of some real benefit to the home of my adoption, 
for never having taken out citizenship papers in this coun- 
try. Almost from my first arrival here Mexicans in many 
different walks of life in Los Angeles have come to me for 
advice. Occasionally it was for business reasons but of- 
tener on account of some trouble that had arisen growing 
out of misunderstanding with the manners and customs of 
this country. Understanding the life here, as I believe I 
now do, I was en a far better position to advise citizens 
of Mexico than if I had become a citizen of this country. 
They listened to me as a Mexican where they might have 
suspected my motives as an American. When I insist that 
they obey the law then they know I speak disinterestedly. 

"I was born in 1880, in the city of Chihuahua, state 
of the same name, and received my education in the grammar 


and high schools of that place. I was one of nine children, 
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five boys and four girls - the middle one of the family. 

My father was in the grocery business and was quite well to 
do. He died in 1917 at the age of 80 and my mother, who is 
95, Seidel makes her home with me in Los Angeles and enjoys 
the best of health. Her memory is still clear of the time 
when Mexico was an empire under Maximilian, who with the 
French soldiers took possession of the country. I have often 
heard my father a+so tell about that time. He was of course 
very hostile to the foreigners but never actually took up 
arms against them. When in his late 20's he was engaged in 
business, and because of these interests could not get away 
to the war but hired a substitute, like so many men did in 
this country during the Civil War. After the defeat and 
execution of Maximilian some of his soldiers were driven 

out of the country but many others who were captured re-= 
mained. They took Mexican wives and lived happily among 

the people. Our family were acquainted with quite a few 

of these Frenchmen and their descendants." 

Mr. Catteron is 6 feet 5 inches in height, an unusually 
tall man for a Mexican. "But," he said, "I am the shortest 
of all the male members of my family, father and five SONS. 
My merhany- Chough is quite small, hardly 5 feet 3 inches, 
When I had finished high school I got a job as telegraph 
operator at the Mexican Central R.R. station at Chihuahua. 


i was 15 years old at the time. I had not studied telegraphy 
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at school but picked it up when I was a boy. I soon made 
good as an operator at the station and held the job for 
four years, then, when I had reached the age of 20, in 
1899, I was made the station master and held that job until 
1908. By that time the revolution had begun to stir the 
people and I decided to give up my position with the rail- 
road and go into the knitting business. However, this was 
not entirely with my father's approval, for with the first 
movement of the revolution he quit the grocery business and 
put his affairs in order so that he could not be hurt fi- 
nancially by any outbreak that might follow. 

"You may remember that Porferio Diaz who ruled Mexico 
so long got into power himself by a revolution. At that 
time my father was opposed to him. But it was not long bee 
fore he realized that Diaz was giving the country a strong 
government and that this would mean peace and prosperity. 
Then he became very much a Diaz man. Towards the end of 
the Diaz rule, and he saw that he was losing his power, he 
felt very strongly that the break up had come and that a 
real revolution was at hand. Long before others could see 
it coming he claimed that it would be very terrible and 
would last throughout many years. He certainly foretold 
what came to pass. For this reason he got out of all busi- 
ness in good time. He also advised his sons and many of his 


friends to do the same thing. Some of them took his advice 
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and they proved to be as fortunate in their affairs as my 
father was. So I did not stay in the knitting business very 
long but sold it, and in 1913, when times were getting very 
bad at Chihuahua I went to El Paso. It was not until two 
years later that my father left Chihuahua and came to Fl 
Paso and I regret very much I did not bring him with me be- 
cause his life might have been spared to us a few years 
longer. 

In 1914 shortly after my father came to El Paso the 
assassination by Villa of many of his American friends oc~ 
curred at Santa Isabel. You may remember that there were 
about 50 Americans in this party who believed that they had 
been given the permission by Villa to work a certain mine 
property and they were on the way to the mine when they were 
set upon and shot down. Villa was no patriot - he was a 
bandit. My father knew many members of that party and 
grieved a great deal over the affair and of the trouble 
which it brought upon his country, for it was not long after 
that that the marines landed at Vera Cruz and Pershing was 
sent to the border with the United States army. 

"Since my coming to Los Angeles I have been in business 
at the present location. I was married in 1905 at Chihuahua, 
and I have two children, but my wife only lived seven years. 
They were the happiest years of my life. TI have never mar- 
ried again. My wife died in Philadelphia following an 
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operation for cancer. For this reason I have never returned 
to Chihuahua and indeed since coming to the United States 
have never crossed the border into my native land. It would 
be too sad a journey for me. My children were educated in 
Los Angeles. My son is in business with mee My daughter 

is married and living in El Paso. Besides my mother and 

gon I have three unmarried sisters making their home with 
me. Three of my brothers are in business in El Paso. Ex-= 
cept for a short trip to Cuba I have never been outside of 
the United States since I came, and of course expect to 
spend the rest of my days here. 

"T had no especial interest in sports when I was a boy 
though did play some baseball. My reading is in both Span- 
ish and English, though Spanish is spoken almost exclusively 
in my home. Having been educated in Los Angeles of course 
my children speak most fluently in English, But they speak 
Spanish very well also for IT saw that they were properly 
instructed. I have no especial interest in painting or in 
fictional reading. Most of what I read is in the daily 
newspapers and has to do with my business. 

"Tl think this is the greatest country in the world. 

I like it for its peace and security and also for the great 


opportunities to get along in the world," 
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 


Neighborhood House is a residential settlement in a 
Mexican neighborhood. Miss Anita Eagar Jones, Director, came he re 
six years ago directly from Hull House, Chicago, where She was as- 
sociated with the late Jene Addams for two years. Located at 1809 
National Avenue, the settlement began in 1912. During the ensuing 
years it was under varying names but is now firmly established un- 
der the title of Neighborhood House. The lives of more than- 500 
families in the vicinity are enriched by a year-round program that 
combines education and cultural development with recreation and 
reliert. it iS controlied py ofricers and a board oi sixteen direct- 
ors and supported by a private contribution and vommunity vunest runds. 

Bae) sEe oat an existence, thru the depression When vommunivy 
Uhnest tunds were rapidly diminishing, 4 garden fete was suggested. 
As an annual spring event 1t has proven a success. ihe venerit 18 
given in the lovely gardens of the weorge marston home and 1S ore 
ot the most distinctive and elaporate atrairs of the Season. 4wide 
variety of entertainment is arranged ror the guests. s#rom two until 
Six o'clock the gardens become a gay and colortul Mexican Tiesva,. 
Mexican troupadours in their bright costumes Stro1i tnru we gardens 
and Mexican dances are a Special feature. Some outside talent is 
donated but most of the entertainers are ifrom Neighborhood house. A 
puppet show, a movie show, special prizes, a tish pond, and a forvune 


teller are some or the attractions ol the fete. shere are Doovls 
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" artistioly arranged displaying lovely cut flowers, and flower prints 
over 100 years old. Food sales are held; there are tamales for im- 
mediate consumption and to be taken home; also a booth of homemade 
cakes, cookies, and candies. All proceeds from booths and from the 
gate (admission is fifty cents) go to Neighborhood House, netting five 
to six hundred dollars a year. 

‘Neighborhood House Clinic, 1819 National Avenue was erected 
and dedicated to Miss Mary Hart Taylor in 1934, A longflow building 
“puilt of adobe bricks, Spanish-type architecture is 77 ft. long by 
34 ft. wide and is supported by the city, which supplies medicines and 
serums. Doctors and nurses volunteer their services and ens 
‘Public Health nurse is in attendance. 

In 1915 Miss Taylor end a committee of women opened a milk 

station for the poor, Edgewood Farm eiving milk four months to prove 

the pepett need. In January 1916 the city council appointed Miss 

Taylor to take care of Child Hygiene for San Diego. Aid is given 

from the County Hospital, the School Nurses, the Red Cross, the Churches, 
the Community Chest agencies, and the Needlework Guild. The records 

of the City Health Department show that to date, approximately 90,000 
persons have passed through these clinics. first aid is given annu- 
ally to more than 1,000 people; a number of vaccinations given; and 

from 250 to 300 babies cared for. Statistics show that infant mortality 
rate has lowered. Whenever necessary toncilectomy operations are per- 
formed, the children remain in the clinic e4 hours, cots are placed in 
the Pee thin obs aul they are cared for by graduate nUTSES The 


clinic gives an average of forty quarts of milk daily, and special for- 
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ee are prepared. noo pee is a Pre-natal and Post-natal Clinic, the 
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Sick Baby Clinic, the Regular Well Baby Clinic, Dental Clinic, and 
the Gynecological Clinic. Classes of instructio are given weekly. 
The Little Mothers’ Class is divided into three groups: 7 to 10 years; 
10 to 12 years; and 12 to 16 years old, classes in Infant Care, and 
for mothers and pre-natal instruction are given. 

- When the Red Cross distributed flour in 1932 to the poor, 
Neighborhood House built an out-door oven made of adobe cement, the 
only cost being twenty-five cents for a bar of angle iron to use over 
the oven opening. Mothers were taught to bake by an unemployed baker, 
before this children were suffering from the consumption of soggy, un- 
cooked tortillas, 

Neighborhood House Kindergarten is attended by a daily a- 
verage of forty ehildren during the school year, A Day Nursery for 
boys and girls ranging in ages from two to five, gives mothers an op- 
portunity to seek work with the assurance their children are well cared 
for. There is an average attendance of 30 children. At noon children 
from the Day Nursery and Kindergarten have lunch together, 

Among the activities of the house are classes for English, 

Sewing, Cooking, Dancing, Orchestra, and a Chorus. A citizenship class 
to receive instruction and advice regarding application and qualifica- 

tion for naturalization papers. The boys have club room, atheletic 
teams, and a newspaper. There are various clubs, the Doll Club for. 

children from six to twelve years old, Dramatics, Tuesday Singing Club, 

and the Camp Fire Girls. There are annually 1,500 children partici- 
 pating in these activities. 


, A Mexican Fiesta is given by the Neighborhood House every fall. ; 
he day era : a 
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nuous entertainment from two until six o'clock, A colorful scene 
‘ ie a a ' : 
is the play written by Winifred Davidson, noted California Historian, 
on the outdoor stage built of adobe. A typical Mexican dinner 


en 
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is served on the corredor of the adobe clinic building. Homemade cookies, 
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"PEDRO SANOTIEZ 


"Pedro Sanekes," 50 years old, was born in Leon Guanajuato. 
“Although his father was a butcher, he eee his living weaving straw 
hats meéde-of palm leaves. He came to this country in the fall of 1913, 
crossing through El Paso, Texas and in this manner avoided being sent 


in into the Mexican Federal Army. He was shipped from an employment 


E agency in El Paso to wrk on a section crew for the Southern Pacific 
a 

pais Railroad on a section between Yuma, Arizona and El Indio, California. 
ica : 

rh, He also has worked picking oranges and lemons and at various kinds of 
Aig construction work, 

at / At the present he is working for the Santa Fe Railroad on a 


i ’ section crew. Conditions of living md work are very bad; end the 

| wage scale is $2.50 and $2.70 per day. Even though the company fur- 
nishes the water, light, house, and wood, the workers are forced to t 

buy their groceries and clothing from the "Holmes Supply Company" | | 

which sells its merchandise for almost twice as much as can be bought. 

in any other store. 


As +o labor unions he thinks they are very good, that is if 


they are not guided by unscrupulous leaders or are’ company unions which 


Or ee 


do more harm than good to the workers. Although he believes that there 


‘ 


= is more activity end wrk now than in 1953, conditions are not better 
\ iy , 5 ‘ 


Paste due to the-fact—ef the high cost of living »e-seysvr" 


The customs here are quite different from those in his coun- oe 
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Be bute to the destruction and sanctity of the home. He does not be- 
lieve that a woman should wrk outside, that her place is inthe Hone 
z eating. care of her children, He says the woman who works meh helps 

to support the penile develops a sense of superiority. In the village 
where he married his wife the cust am there gma! regards to the asking 
for the hand of a girl in matrimony is as follows: The man would go 
to the woods and bring back a big heavy load of wood which he leaves 
by the door of the girl's house, if it is taken into the house that . 
Signifies that he saacenctonn and if it remains outside it means that 
oe, he is rejected, | 

His views are of the time he lived in Mexico and as he cannot 
> read nor write he cannot say much A the present political situation 
ae of Mexico. Of the American people, he says that like elsewhere there 
are good and bad, and of the mative Son* of Mexican descent they re- 


mind him of the bat, that they are neither birds nor animals, meaning 


re that the majority try to deny thei’ nationality and are too dark to 
eh pass as Americans and others are too false to be Mexicans, 

he - He and his wife are Catholics and they confess frequent ly : 
a and abide by all the other religious dictates, and they think that 4 


a | all others that change from the Catholic faith do so for. the sake 

he of convenience. He also believes in witches and "Duendes" (1) and 
that a stuffed humming-bird carried in one's hat brings good fortune 

in matters of love, and that a doctor cannot cure a person ailed with 


- Ojo" (2) or "Empacho" (3). 
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He says: that Auericans Live | very ae and that most auto — 


le 6 drivers would rather die than get late to the place where 


y are going, instead of better late than never. In Mexico he drank 


oe: nere are only imitations and only "los Nopales” (5) and "las Verdolagas’ 
(6) are the genuine Mexican dishes, he also likes “atole™ (7) and all 


We cinds of piquant sauces. 
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He consi ders himself a man without a country but feaivan to 
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* ‘ 
“2 


st his last days in the tovn where he was born. 
(1) Goblins, Elves. 
(2) Evil eye. 
a(S) Some strange stomach sickness. 
(4) A native brew extracted from the century plant. 
(5) Young cactus hearts. 
(6) Purslain. 


(7) Mexican cornmeal. 
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on dra ae ue very eee ies eat ana 
ved me on several occasions when I have «© 
to eat at a Mexican store in-the eliys . ) 
ther day I told this young man I had to write a stow 
ene who had: come to this ceuntry from some other and 
© aif erences and preferences they had for beth and so forth, 
a I did net know anyone ,would,he mind telline me if he” 
had,and about his experiences 


He said when he was a boy of eleven he. was. breucht to this, 
ntry,he il ae has by whom but he has an uncle whe is in 


ie had some 44 dark eth before he camd here- His honie Was on 


his fathers estate,within a radiWs of ten miles from Cuadalajay, 

_valisco,which is the third city in size in Mexico. He calls him 

. self Mexican not Spanish as so many of them do,and ef course he 

ties: correct hic was bern in Mexico and se was his father ahd a1i 
uhis ancesterb as far back as he can trace them, but his name is 
Spanish, Atreras, his language and the cvstoms of his people,se 
he simply. tells you that gt some time or other, the family must 
have come from Spain... |" 

Be is simple, frank and unaffected,and hig life seews to be 
sung in the cord which evervones shovld be "Benatural".In Ios 
his father was killed in the war in Mexica and he left him some 
property but the Government has confiscated a lot of it. I as 
peed what they wovld de with it fe said! give it to the people but 

ae & dite will not do them much good, because ‘they have net ching +o worki 
it with and no money He has a men pat we care of what he has © . 
is He has been Ponte tovhis: country five times ,the last time: 
was last vearnat which time he found a great change. I never 
Day Sneuwid have guessed what che PRE proms appears to be about 
My i thirty had been specailly fitted fer by specail training and 
Bow Deere had he not told me .He is nie capable and. looks like 
; a person who could do anvthine he attempted. 
- By profession he is an architects I think he isAperson who 
is a good deal of beavty and harmony Win his being-He likes his 
)  covntry best for the reasen that a lot of us who come from othe 
countries do$it is a place where they can appreciate the real _ 
Me: meaning of liesure and pleasure,and they all stop for a.rest 
from ivrelve to three every day. "While here .in this ceuntry it “is 
all herry and scurry,hustle and bustle and he. one is happy unless 
“lotr gamendign making money. Seme day he expects te ge home. 
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ong, Ga f 3 atan ged thSamerran¢iseo, Calif. 
oe tee ‘“Srecleo bekMat!® iiexican bora; his father was abarber in'}ilexico 
and he states that as-a-bey he can remember..thet the price cof'a haireut or 
shave im hig fathers shop was about six centsmer”“for the same amount of 
money Ome could ‘have a tooth phlled or leeches applied. at the time he was 
Mine years of age asiibe arr! moved from Mexico Vity to flieblo» ko=gayslat 


: 


the time of his familips arrival there the population was about 95,000 but 
_at the present time it|)is approximatly 20.000 more» ne went through the grade 
| school in Ytueblo and as his father was doing fairly ‘ in his business he 
| was sent back to _wexico Vity to live with a paternal aunt and to continue 
‘his educat ioneas fhis parents had determined to have him become a lawgyer. ne 
finished ‘his law course and was admitted to the bag im wexico vity in 1922 
and shortly afterwards returned to vueblo and established a law office. He 
elaborates on the beauties of his home towa telling me it is one of the most 
beautiful and healthful spots in all wexico. vernal would pass for a Nordic 
and doing the course of the conversation said that his mother was an 
Oaxaquenos from the state of vurango, w4/Getr SaTy fair skinned tribe, .a-tribe- 
of indians which has produced some of the outstanding soldiers of mexican 
history and eh extremly hardy race of people. vcerwmad in the course of his 
law practice became somewhat of a politicion and at present i# in the united 
States on business pertaining to the mexican kxposition to be held in the 
southern part of valifornia soon. fexnal. says he is immpressed with the 
difference in the element of time between the vourts of wexico and the \inited 
States, whereas an ordinary case in the courts of this country is tried and 
disposed of the same case or one of a similar nature in his country would 
take from four to five times the same time te~bedisposed.of. i asked him 
how he had happened to be named after one of wMexicog famouse bandits and he 
told me that im the region where his mother was born tke’ the oryiginal 
bearer of his name was regarded not as a bandit but more as a woderm nobin 
noodeae whe was from ®eon parentage and a good deal of his plundered goods 
had gone to the poor people of his tribe. “has two children both boys and 
upon-the-questiaw being asked if he intended to educate them in the united 
States he said no, that they would receive the same or better education in 
any subject they cared to take up in mexico vity and at a great deal less 
expense. Ne is very optomistic as to his countrys future and especially so 
under the present rtresident. ne says he can see no reason for one of his 
countryman remaining in this country unless he is in comfortable circumstances 
‘eae under the present setup By ers the people are taken care of tos dégree 
Where no one suffers want if he is able #@ or cares to worky™ the Ordinary family 
who are destitute are provided with land enough to supply their wants and the 
implements to’ work it and are taken care of until they are self supportings awd 
e laborers,even to the indian peons in the mines,are paid not less than a dollar 
a day which is sufficient to provide all the necessities and some of what the 
ordinary, peon would call the luxuries of lifes wie says what hardships the 
average hexican laborer undergoes he brings upon himself as hem@mys the poorer 
class are by nature and instinet roversssaad under circumstances where they are. 
_comfottably housed and working sta@édily for no good reason at all, they pack upl&ty, 
-whert belongings, thesedaeve d away they’go, although under the present setup . 
the voverment amie doing t best to discourage this trait. ‘He states that 
although he likes this country he will be glad when his business is finished ana 
he returns to his home. when I asked him about the morals of the lower class of / 
eons of -his-eountry he stated that although they suitjell enough there, they / 
would be nothing to brag about in this countryespecialy the marital relations 
| PEndbe Peor ina Gl dhenes more and more the marriage relations are becoming recon- 
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ron and= me “e “the woverment has standardized the fee for marriage and it 
w less of a luxury,and he states aktheugh he has never had a divorce case 
a pe lower class he has settled many cases and always the @ just 
» the mother or father placing the children if there are any with, some of 
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mnriqee WRreon: Evidently an assumeqn name as at difrerent 
times Met lws our istican bt he referred to him self by a different name. 


San Francisco, calif. 


Claims American birth but has lived in mexico a good part of 
his life, saxe s born in New Mexico,where his father was in the 
sheep business On-a gmall scale. states \Ne left his parents when he was 
thirteen years of age and has been traveling around the country ever since, 
never establishing a residence of more than a few months or a year at the 
most in one place pxcept for two short sojournss in Kederal pendtentiarye@ § 
where he spent short terms for identical violations, sec. P. C. 37. 

After leaving his home he went to arizona and worked on 
different jobs; farm work yand a short time for the Arizona water district 
Company as a dsanharrow or ditch rider his duties consisting of walking 
and riding the water ditches looking for leaks and gopher holes, this was 
in 1922, after holding this job for at period of about a year was discharg ed 
for some infraction of company rules¥¥ook what wages he had coming and i 

wi Vrompany_of another “exican went to mexico and bought a quantity of aleohol 
and in bringing it jnto the united States was avivebendede Piet a awzé We ing 
a minor at the tin dade Placed on probation, worked at different other jobs 
around that section'of the country mostly in the cotton and fruit untill 
two years latfer he was (caught agaim smuggling and this time was sent to 
a federal tenitentiary. After about eighteen months was released and went 
to Yexas where his mother and father had moved ge in the interval of his 
traveling around the countrys. stertesMe stayed with his parents for a 
Period of about two years until the termg Of his parOlywad expired when 
he agris, left and went to Aj0O, Arizonagwhere We secured employment across 
the line in an American owned mine, stayed at this line of work for 
several months when the mine closed down and he started afoot for the 
United statess ke-states Along the road some Place several chinese were 
walking along and about the time sH&¥ thet he entered the united states 
they came across the line behind him and all were arrested. uvidently his 
story was not believed as he says he went back to the penitentiary for 
another term. Has bummed his waf over almost all of the country and says 
that the last two years have been better for the professional bum than at 
any Other time as the feet that there is no work to be had works to his 
advantage, there are sO many men on the road that in 
almost every place he has been that there are provisions made to take care 
of thememmei He says a “man that knows the rppes" ie: a professional bun, 
can live better than he ea#Snxé ever did d@ing good times. has no other 
ambition in life than to live the way he is at PBesent. 
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San francisco, Calif. 


1 
Shy Mrs. Consuello V4 fative—porn—exican woman, naturalized by marriage 
in 1914, Born in the town off onclova, state of Coahuila, Mexico. Mr. V. 
entered ilexico as a co-partner in a mining venture in 1910 and made a 
considerable amount of money sfaying with his holdings untilY the trouble of 
1916 when he was forced to relinquegbhahi i 3 wld-came to the United 
States with his wife who was the daughter of one of the former political 
leaders of Mexico and a member of vresident Diaz' cabinat. They settled in 
san Diego, California after crossing the line at Tia Juana, bought property 
and as her husband had gottem out of iiexico with enough money to be independant 
hey decided to remain in this country. Mrs. V. says she started to learn the 
englésh language but although being a highly educated woman in her own country 
she states that the énglish language came very hard to her and after one very ’ 
embarrasing incident where she mispronounced a word #* trying to make a purchas 
in a department store she gave up trying for a period of over a year. They 
bought their own home and several peices of property besides. Shortly after 
coming to the United States they had two daughters bewm both of whom they are 
qucating at the present time although she states that with the shrunken income 
enon their property, it is quit a struggle to keep them in school» She named one 
of the most expensive girls schools in the West that they wepe attending at the 
present time. Mrs. V. has made several trips on visits to her home in Mexico 
but says she has nerer had any inclination to go back and live there and in 
fact after a few weeks visit was always glad to leave for her home in the Unita 
States. 
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Pe San "rancisco, Valif. 


a Mrs. Maria Re A widow? Mexican nationality, is at the present time 
ie Owner and proprietor of a small“spanish tamale parlor in the fission district. 
States she was born in the vicinity of Ensanada, Mexico where she 
mt her childhood on the rancherio where she was born and where her father was 
whan. At the age of 16 her parents moved from the ranch her father taking a 
with an(American promotor named Blackman who at that time owned a™tenge strip. 
land running along the coast comprising almost ten million acres. This man 
s attempting to colonize this land with @merican southern negros. This lasted 
ly a short time as the native“indians in that section of the country were hosti- 
te towards these would be colonists and finally made so much trouble that the 

legrOs who were not killed in the ensuging few years of the attempt left and the 
Project was abandoned. She states that her family then moved to Tia Juans, Baja 

alifornia where her father put what savings he had into a curio store where they 
stayed untill 1911 when they were plundered by insurrectos and came over to the 
‘United States where she married an American born mexican. Mrs. 2. states that 
‘She and her husband moved to “og ingeles where ee cs had relativess ‘here 
they started a small grocery store specializing in Wexican commodities and 
manufacturing tamales on the side. They stged here for a good many years until¥ 
the death of her husband left her with two boys¢ ste-states She raised and educat- 
these boys, one of them at the present time being connected with the Sheriffs 
ffice in Log Angeles and the other an employe of the State righway Gommission. 
Several years ago she says she sold her holdings in “og Angeles and 
Game to this city to live with her sister who was also a widow and living here 
jloneg Stetes that (At this time she has sufficient money for her needs for the 
balance of her life and some months does not do enough business to vay rent on the 
mall place she now opperates but as she has always been busy all of her life she 
jays that she would rather have omething to Occupy her time than just sit around 
nd do nothings ske-stetes—that.She makes periodic visits to2fos Angeles to see 
sr relatives Iivingthere.and has never crossed the line into Mexico since the 
y she left and in fact refers to mexico as the ordinary (Aémerican would, i-e. not 
One would expect, her own country, but as a foreign country. 
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: San Francisco, Calif. 
rau ( Mexican Joe R vous, 


. \ 
b1902 d fy a at Santa Rosalia, Lower Calif. 
XR. Came with his parents to los Afigeles, Calif. where his father died shortly 
after their arrival from iexicoy gays Me managed to finish the grade school anda 
One year Of high school when he had to leave and help support his mother and 
younger brothers and sistersy Glerked in a «etcan grocery store in Boyle Meights 
los Angeles and as he had beén somewhat of an athdlete at school became ‘interested 
in boxigg and in a short time was a professional fighter. States that during the 
second year of his carfeer he made approximatly fifty thousaaéd dollgrs and his 
earnings increased steadily for a period of three and one half years. Says that 
during this period he took care of his relatives Ww tily he was supporting a 
minature colony as.they game from near and far. («0 far as the money part of 
his narative I am reasonably sureof the truth as I seen him fight in Hollywood 
in 1927 before a packed house and seats at three fifty to ten dollars eachd We. 
states that #m out of an estimated two hundred thousand dollars be earned in 
five years he quit with less than a thousand dollgrs to show for short Period of 
Prosperity. He states that he has worked at several different oegupations the 
jast_ few years all the way from acting as a messenger boy to digging ditches.s 
‘sessyne has no plans or hopes for the future except to try, to earn enough +0 
buy the necessityes of life for him self and his familywAve has rather an unusual 
Personality and seems as havpy and contented penniless as if he had saved all 
he had ever made. 
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San Prancisco. 


»-ddexican, rn in Vera Cruz ,~ewtreo. His father was 
technical employe of—teearsen-ard—Sons,a firm of British Engineers 
having holdings at that place. He received his education at the 
public schools of that city and-after leaving school was employed 
by a st&vadoring company as a timekeepery States hés company 


~-employed a cosmopolitan array of,labor, Mexican, Italians, Spaniards 


Chinese, Japanese and at one time,several American “egros sad “in the 
course of this form of employmentfearned something of the 
fundamentals of several different languges. After seven years at this 
job he went on a Yerman liner hauling dyewood logs from ‘era vUrux 

to Germany, here he held the position of assistant to the steward and 
twenty two months later. was diseharged at, San Diego, Valif. and given 
hig fare back to Vera Cruz, -ekeckeme but “instead of returning to his 


““Home’ he-went to the nearest .port of entry in Mexico and emmigrated to 


the United States alid proceeded to. Los Angelesf -alif. and secured 
employment in a ‘mexican resturaunt atthet—eity as a cook. Worked: at 


“this Otewpetion for about.a year and went to work as general utility 


man for a Mexican newspaperathere } is duties consistdgg of securing, 
subscriptions, gathering news and soliciting advertising. He dene “i, 
very #osé at this position until atthe-start—of-the-depression in 
1929 the circulation fell off germ (4, year later the general exodus of 
thee reading population of mexicans in Log Angeles back to their native 
country so cut into the business of the paper that, he found himself 


/out of employment in the fall of 1934. Since that time he has worked 


at several different types of omployment.,none of it permanent, washed 
dishes in a rest@uemft for several months, was a janitor. in a club in 
Los. Angeles and for a while worked in the fruit fields in the southern 
part of the state. He has read and discusses the economic situation kix 
in his native country and feels that they have made more progress in the 
past four years than any country in the worldyam@is trying to accumul&te 
enough money to return to his home. He states ‘the alien labor. law there 
has helped the natives to,a large extent and says that, an employer there 
is forced to hire one hundred: pereent native laboryamiZseems to think 
that the day is passing in Mexico when the only ambition of the better 
class of mexicans is to enter political life and obtain some well paid 
appointment tates that the past few years more or less of a civic 
spirit has sprung up among fiexicans of the upper class and they are not 
only subscribimg sums of money for the support of the goverment but are 
forming social defense associations to better the economic status of the 
country as a,whole,am@thinks if the country continues to be headed by 
such men as the past two and the present man at the head of the goverment 


that the future betterment of his native country is assured. 
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San Francisco, aug.1,1934. 


mots A & 

Among the different interviews that i have heté with people 
the conversation seems to invariably drift to economic issues, the 
viewpoint of the person being interviewed is more or less consistent 
with his financial status at the time of the interview. X in particular, 
a Porto Hican, a man who employed a large crew of his countrymen in his 
business which was connected with shipping in this citye@4 some reason 
or other his business has fallen off untilyY at the present time he is 
almost bankrupt and with a large suppiy=ef equipment on his handg which 
is valueless to him, he is about to lose what small property he had 
acquired through years of hard work. ‘tthe thing in particular that i 
noticed in this mans recital of his business losses was his trend of th- 
ought and conversation along socialistic linessg-‘9ver a@ year ago i met 
and talked to this same man, at that time he was going along with a 
fair degree of success with his business and at that time as far as 1 
remember he had no criticism to offer on the policies of the country in 
general or the new deal. 


f. a mexican born in the state of Jalisco, mexico, came to 
the United states at the instigation of the -- Kail’Boad in 19124 mas 
ambitious to learn and better him self and finally went to work in a 
R. R. shop at San Bernardino and became an expert mechanic ¢ Mis work 
was shortened pia bape to time until# the latter part of 1930, he was 
laid off entirely, “from then on he worked at short periods these periods 
of work becoming further apart untilY at the present time he has been 
unable to find emplofment for the past eleven months. when he was 
reminded that the mexican woverment were colonizing their nationalists 
and would probably furnish him a plot of ground and the impliments to 
work it he replied that he would rather be an object of charity in this 
country than a land owner in his native country, “in regard to any ideas 
he may of had in regard to national policies his reaction was to the 
effect that he hoped the voverment would keep up their arrangement so 
that he could resume and continue eating. 


ra fehem 


“The poll of opinion among the different people in different 
walks of life if have interviewed reveals a surprising degree of 
ignorance towards the vast amount of legislature that has been enacted 
except, where it directly effects them or their personal business or 
affairs, Although where there has been criticism in the accomplishments 
of the administration thus far none of them seemed able to,or cared to 
advance a plan that would work better as~a-whete except to their own © 
advantage. 


K v armstrong 


Period of time covered, week beginning, 
July ,20,1934. amd ending vuly,350,19354. 
time put in, approximatly, 24 working 
hours. . 
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o GrugAibrette: Mex ican tivity.” porn at. San vose! vel vabo, at the 


extremity of the! peninsula’ of’ “ower Valifornia.and: peaks, both: snglish 
_», 2nd his, hative\ Spanish with’ air.’ Watson. accentumewkis father was an 

_,immigrant from vermany who came to Mexico early*invhisslife afd married 
, 2, Rative womanysworetia® taking hig mothers, name. -Henfinighea thé’ fifth 


2p 


_ grade of the) goverment free school and then:after ‘kX#KL#LNEX tiring of .the 
 Pdject povertysof his home, which he describes aselittle bétter ‘than ‘a 
y,R0Vel he secured employment on a ship .ander: exican ownership ‘as “a. seaman. 
the ac)0. they Made ‘frequent “trips to San Viego iand .san #edro' the ‘cargo 
‘Consisting Of ihexican granite and ‘sometimes fruit, mostly tomatoes. } 
Se oe after weveral years of “this, aa@-at, the age of twenty two fe deserted 
. his .ship «in San Uiego'and went to the southeastern) part: of Valifornia where 
he secured. employment ‘as’ a cotten pickers fobbewing: thés-form-of-work for a 
, Period, of, about, aiyear’ and a half when he. was. hired» by the Southern’ racific 
_ fail Road: as: ae section hand and worked: at. this, form: of employment for about 
_f£0ur, years,when hei was: taken’ from the job_by the,ammigration authorities 
, 200. after, an subsequent® investigation released». esreturhed’ to san Diego and 
Was. unemployed? fori severdl ‘months and then, went tonsan Pedro%and” through 
an empleo lent agency, went’ to work #8 a waiteron,a floating éannéry ‘ship, 
sailing. for alagkag. peaks of this trip.as varying Little "fromthe ‘ordlary 
o}fip..a few quarrelsvand“an“odcaslonal free-for-all melee ‘aytheré ‘were |” ! 
almost. ..t ‘hundred and ‘fifty people housed .on ,the vessel, a heterogeneous 
“companys 3ome were skilled workman of industry’ and { good:‘habits, ‘contrasted 
with these were incorrigible wharf ratse bemetetem:the work was hard, the \ 
food unfit, to.eat and the qtiarters unfit to live in: although in his’ capacity 
as. 2 waiter, he managed) :to fare better than most. At) the ‘expiration of this 
‘trip, he. returned ito san’ Francisco and. joined: the, “arine vooks* and‘ waiters 
Union and. since: that time a’ matter, of about six.years hasiaveraged around 
eight. months a year: employment. between times he tekes an abode in a watin 
quarter of what ever city he may be temporarily in while re ee ship 
out. 
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San Francisco, Calif. 


Mrs. Juanita Argwette: widow, born ay Warners Hot springs, 
valifornia of Mexican and liexican Indian parentage, married a citizen of 
liexicoO, in 1921 before the passage of the "Cable" act and thus lost her 
United States citizenshipesShe was married at Ruma Rosa, Baja California 
her husband at that time being a Lieutenant in the Mexican Army and 
stationed that Place which quartered a regiment of ilexican Salvary. 

fells of her different moves around the Interior of Mexico 
in the five years following her marriage as it was the custom of the 
Mexican dHXXiX army at that time and is yet for the wifes and families of 
the soldiers from the highest officers down, to move with the troops. 

In 1928 her husband left the service and was employed for el 


two years in a mine in central Mexico where in 1931 he was killedg stetes” 4 


that at this time she came to Mexicai and applied for admission to the 
United States which move of hers was delayed for a period of about seven 
months as she was unable to produce a birth certificate but was finally 
admitted. Secured work as a domestic in San Diego where she stayed for a 
period of ome and one half years, in the meantime sending her young gon 

to public school ¢ says her wages during this period of employment was 
On an average of thirty dollars a month, the greater part of the time she 
was employed by a distillery owner who had his business in Tia Juanma, Mex. 
and resided in San Diego. During this period of employment she states she 
Saved about two hundred dollars and besides this in the early part of 1934. 
she received approximatly eight hundred dollars from the company Owning the 
mine where her husband was killed. Is at the present time visiting friends 
in San Francisco and states that upon leaving here she is going back to 
her home at Warners where her half brother has a small herd of dairy cattle 
and as his wife has recently died she intends to take what savings ske has 
put it in t@ his business and keep house for him and help raise his four 
children and her own. Is a graduate of the eighth grade and her main 
Objective in life seems to be the desire to educate her child. 


R. V- Armstrong 
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Prank Peet Mexican-Indian. 


Born of Indian-iwlexican parentage on the Rincon Indiam Reservation in 
Southern California, his father was an orriginal member of the Warners 

Hot Springs indianss Wis fahher paved the wifgkxes eighties to the 
Rincon reservation when it was purchased and made a reservation by 

the Jnited States Goverment. His mother w a mexican Yaqhia indian 

a member Of a refugee family from “exicoyAris father was shiftless and, 
unlike the greater part of the families on the reservationwho supplemented 
their Goverment allowance with odd jobs and garden plots,he refused to 
work and what extra funds came into his possession he spent for af ate 
and as a result his familags home life was gnything but congenial and 

One continious round of erty. Yi mle Es ¥OuURBE younger brother 
attended the HeservationNndian school where he stayed until he had comple- 
ted the eighth gradesami Jeft the school and went to work in a blacksmith 
shop to learn the trade -ef—biackemith—end—herseshocr, Hor his services 
here he was paid six dollars a week all of which he took home and the . 
family for the first time had the experience of not being in actual wanta 
endne states that the following three years were the happiest of his life 
and +re~stat.es in talking of his father, .quete"the old an died about this 
time so we did'nt have to bother with him any longer"y/sbout three and a 
half years after he went to work his mother also died and he left the 
reservation and after some wandering around the country, part of which 

time he had odd jobs and the rest of the time he spent on the road as a 
tramp, he finally secured work on a large dam project near San Francisco 

as a blacksmiths etieiteeMesth one at this employment for a period of 

two and a half years when he was lay offeambit ook up his tramping on the 
highway again, we states he has traveled thousands of miles jumping from 
One transient: camp to anotherdedel says he is always well fed in this 
manner and on two different ocaisons secured clothes from these ingtitution 
and in general was as well of or better than when he was workingg ways he 
never was refused admittance but once and this was due to the fact that he 
happened to tell the attendant q—diff-rent-a different story than he had x 
told him the first time he was there and also checked in under a different 
name the second time. He admits that his sense of responsibility for his @ 
own welffare is gome and if he had any feeling of reluctance in living in 
this manner he has lost it also as he says he is leaving on another trip 
and is confidant that as long as his ‘supply of fictitious names and hard 
luck stories hold out he will be able ta travel in a satisfactory state 

of comfort. 


R V Armstrong 


Rag st “a havagee ; mathe BAwGR: Bes) 


Regrecinn odd. veamon, delice Ro Se Cat: eRe sri ie é 
a HOF aelcibris weke athe ent mt Ege om yodto® 2 Le Ndi Srromi “pabe 


-soltaridewt’ s ah eeiieee: Hees 


Be eg cok tena, civoe > Brodie: ae 
sbae eae f sD ie wee Tae ree: 


e 


aoe ys 


tf Sueusen ecieiod  RORNER ane ate! 
2 Sie Ede Raper et agi Pathe. s 
folnostot tad Ree ont rise 
1SQhuOY’ Cea eae ve WD 
ig SND boteti Bil eh yy me 
ei pou Tt SS tie Se, 3 


aa | 


be} " ef 

ea 
ede Sie gs 
6. oe 


br Bihey pee 


bie 
Ses 


a ees ae a 


ser? el note. ES ef: F 
4 te { @O 

Fee ig 
pOHGH. POLO ee 
ie Bead? THOR: 
eect ee ok Oa eee 
peak cf 2, 0 bid ae i tet 
Peon aot 1c Frogs 


aire th oe 
® SM ~ wae 


etl ie: OP? oe ea: 


=. 


pei onle Torso 


9 ee Bae 
SE Rae, 
~o% 
SS 3h ae 
abo Bo 
A 


stn ii gen F ote 


: 
, why ty? 6 

ee KE DS, ' 
; » 


ot Hen Lo bet oes. 


of... 


re ery 


wt tn 
we ip ee 


 Phert os TEh ei sete 
e vein’ si etesio See ane. 
Villiglescqeet Se ates pk. 


© 
~ 


ey) i sat 4 a AD 


i 
i= 


ay wae 7 iG 


Pe 


ptt 
OES a a 


he 
Bes 


ea qioititor: to eiagee 
ue eieia 


» 


naa hem étahee ¥ 
eS 2 LR. eckian LE ter “weyd! 
Ey AANGRR ED Ge abbas abedstaapi ‘eld: ig apes 


ta 


ai bain pda Peon hae of CEOS s enert one) ie £. 


Fon’ Pee seeds wry 


Bre 
G10 ay eee to. 
o ronAed, AR pk a) ee 


$0 >). SR eR Ove Rls ehigwenoe Te 


tpedk To at Oath had gure a 20 Wuoy RST es etienits 


Soon 9 Rtte ek eF 3B 
jive 6 B50 hee nt BAR out Hoey” ‘WIROY, Sind a Be 


abopynone heicvea'y?: eed 
ifeow ayes Let: em etee sah gradvore 


ie chy phe & sof feo 
ce t “BID hide d..4 eae bas ie fey ote 4 


to Biise!® yas tet’ ott 
ativeel of et egee af ce oelt 


, ee & Ge pA is: ie alte od: 


ne sane s et Phemonees 


Ee eet ti Resa 
irene 


be re ue or 3a 
iw Sen eee Peis 
oe angp ba eT a ee teay 
(nok 2 Ost bie? eh Taree aaa 
ei + eereyay, to Past apes oy 
sto TS One) rae ae Rant as 
ne odd ‘PrSh. Hing saber al aiatans 
{cow Bae iieh wigs aa: vege 
cl}. Sat emk Stas ees ete Br 
to pie OLLOR+ eee Vgat i 
“ot a aay BO See ease BEE 
iu +6208 a> ered on pee pet: : 
-id- dqow 6d thew edotette eerie 
is ing: ree a8 
$o leot SAP Mae esotahbar 


ee 


5 ete braids fed att inate ee 
BN So Tate ae tae. | 
of} ‘Gees Soeteae 
ena ieeoo” tiers ht LB ows | Te Baa" 
xo. ¢¢ few ae Bev, feneasy 
ootiptfilabe jSonmitet Sar 
Sib eo Joshterhe ett penn ofthe 
otadt. caw oe. eh eae) Sree 
tatty oth noe ot .9imk tt See soe. By 
Soe. saom BL octet 
2 tool: Bend od 46m 
4ibL ea fends "Bion ook 


BIA We 
Es kw. oat $80) blod 


fat. d e aie Mia, soperior @ education and bis abiliy 


. has four brothers and a ‘living nother. His father was in. the foundry at 
s home town and it isin this way that he became acquainted with the foundry 


ae 0 ; ape 


gue: De A Ee Born in pears in the. Beate of Oe ltace, Spent 18 years in 


hota where } he went to work on aR. ap ‘section gang and ‘in the waterhouse. 
“there he cane by automobile to Bakerficlds where he wey & job" in. <6 oi) aes: 


Holds as a helper 0 on a caterpillar: tractor. from there he came to Berke 


: re he has worked on the Southorn Pacific road maintenance, gang from then 
Li now. “He went back to’ Mexico, else, im 1928 to get married and is now. - 


ears old. He. had his best period of prosperity in 1926. in Bakerfield where 


eared 78 a month, besides room and: bard in the oil fi@lds. He is now an 


J | ; \ 


agricultural worker in the ih city in the state. From there he went to Illine* 


ees where he worked on a ee pan toa the Santa Fe. 8,R. Got his job in 
Hl Paso thru labor agents. 3 yeera work on the Te Then he came here by auto. 
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- There are six in bsshfeamily. He now works for the 5.PS ert Best work in 1929 


- + t : e d 
six days a week. Now only five,,in 1932. two and three days only. Mexicana in 
ya LE 


2 Ro pcudn ae hee 
Till. are only working on wes. Belongs to the sare union as De Alva. His father 


was-a candlemaker. No schooling. orks 8 hours per day 
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| Tg Sanerez bos lived in this part of the country about ten 
Sy eae : ‘He was formély from Ojos de Agua, Guanajuato, Mexico. 
He has had the same struggle for livelihood that almost all | 
the other Mexicans in his part of the country have had. They 
all have had about the same experiences in living through the 
Huerta revelotions. 

His parents had a small store and could afford to send 
him to school to the fourth grade so he could learn to be a 
printer. Ani.sfortune caused them to leave for Guaymas. There 
he earned fifty centavos a week in a printer’ shop. He used 
wooden rollers for the printing but the thing was too old,and 
the page came out ail blurred so the man who owned the shop 
had to give up the business for he could not afford a new \ 
printer. Sanchez planned to open a shop himself with a new | 
printer and just after the outfit came he heaste: PURR binsel? | 
ruined because of the Kevelutionists who were coming. 

He came to California a few days after his failure to 
run a printer's shop ,and found work in Los Angeles in a 
newspaper. By that time he had married a Mexican girl and 
was the father of one boy,Don Julio. "One day I left home to 
go to Sonora for a wile. 4T was gone two months and when I 
got back I found out that my @mployer was carrying on an affaitT 
with my wife and that she liked him. Immediately I left my 
wife and boy and came north to find work",he said. 

? Sanekez had a little money when he came north, and 

bought a small farm just outside of Richmond which Prospered 
kewe more than his printing work did. When he bought his 
farm he noticed th»t near his place there was a Mexican Dtst. district 


so |e hired his own people to work for him. He formed a 
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pertnership with a trusted friend and gradually they enlarged 
the tarmyfourteen acres. They sold vegetables and milk to 
the district and to a few of the American neighbors. Two 
years after that,he married another woman,part Indian, 
regardless of the fact that he had not gotten a divorse from 
his first wife, The second wife died in six months. Sanchez | 
doesn't want to marry again so he is living with a woman 
instead and likes it much better than marriage. The farm 

is not as good as it used to be four years ago but it keeps 
them in corn and vegetables for the district and helps to 
eniploy Pive Mexican men and one Mexican woman. 

__ The farm had about five small carts on it that looked Ld 
eee hey might have been ox carts. When asked about them he 
said they were ox carts but that they did not use them for thal 
but as trailers for their car. They had cut them down so 
they would not be to@bulky and had hitched them to their 
trucks in the fields. There ee only two horses on the farm 
so that made three trailers left over tobe i eat o trucks. 

Sanchez does not lille American meat . He says that it 
is never fresh like the meat they get in Mexico. Their 


favorite dish is stew in Mexico but here,becsause of the 


meat,they make their main meal of "frijoles". 

Sswetres is a Catholic for thatis the religion that his 
parents taught him. Since he has been here he has not attend 
churches at all but spends his Sundays in the Richmond MC Dona|\d 
Ave. Pool Hall. He said that very few ef the Mexican men 
ever get drunk. They don't like the liquor here well é@nough a 
for that, ‘Tey all Vt PUithy Wary Orsthe Méxdcan women 7 


beak cee! own beer in their homes in huge crocks that they 
made 
have, themselves. American beer has too much nie tt Por 
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In California the Mexicans are able to save money if 
they are making any st all. Senenez is still supporting his 
son, Los Angeles, his housekeeper, and running a farm besides. 
They charge Americans as high as they tan in Richmond. If 


Sanchez is about “out. of vegetables he will not sell them to 
American people if the Mexican people need oe are 
always thinking of each other. On First Street there ig an 
eating house that is run by a Mexican man. He charges 


fifteen cents for one half a cup of chili con-carne. Across 


the street |therete-e—pistn) there is another place that 
charges ten cents for a large bowl of it. Strange to Says 
the highest place is doing the better business among the 
Mexican people, and has been doing so for seme—tire these 
last five years. The Mexicamvesent folk resent the fact 


make 


that Americans will their foods and not charge as much for it. 


pha atdrongue {42 seed lita | 
-eobfeed wire i : i saists baw gon OF eoxtoguion he 
‘u | a brrowitort A as neo yortd! Be alt es aay wot: 


od mead & tox, Be off eofditoyey 15. Hee * 
are, Tete, -mout béec eiaveg Aeoixgit edt ott siaoag, as 


se Bk arodtd, Poort jexit a oy tedvo, done. eee suai 
. aogrtado hi ; 3 aes meal xpit « nee, pisen BE aps, senor . 


REO TDA » BA TRO LOD fitda %, “io & $fack on. 7% ates 1983 


“oe Sats, soate geetdops. at eto | 
<tae oF } eprient® eet, 7. Lye f eae, a 10°% pee set 2 
< ont Guay eusitaut oes end yato® at sitar oe ke . 
toe}, 
* 


whee 


er ot a bie aan 
’ L "ae 4 Lees , 
ea ft Nae TN a 


‘ ED, i on (a ‘ Le han 
| wie Te 9. ee 
ins Ee ene 
4 “ ve 


ee 
egg | eG 
Pee Tl: eG 

Anette bh 0 gs hc 


| Whe Qh tps 
| - tified fg 
fer Lee ‘ Pia 


at (ae 


oo a ra 


in 
' 


i he Oh \ 
rote ae 
BP ys. ne Ne 


“a Patna fear nes | Gere 
ese 4 ‘Sie ae 


Oe AY 
a ia 


satin, TN, Ayany 


Tag PRE ACTORS HET 
=r] 


a.) 


“ 


| 


1 aay Renner 


iv, 


nein ert rrr A S| Remon symm a npn matt esse se i tee planeta tliat cyieaycn fannie. aatmncie ie 
a. = ,: ns ? ear — ioe vat : 
ayy @ . se) saci 


ie 
: as s = mute a a, Peaster 
— See y 5 Px a 4 
plete eh ntti phentermine get Teagan a es ssa el CA ce ae , ‘ at 
3 ‘ : “4 ; i z Ca, Sie ae ee ae . eae a 


aa 


sae ey 


pete. pretinn , 2 Kote Te eK pepe 
; ee Whoeryre Ain, byt Fae ws | ae Daa 


‘Veo 


ee hh 8 


- 


te ping? Macchi sme 


ions 


te pl ey fi ssa 


Sadeitreas Seca 


t 


a A tie tn ie 


ait at Ra a trates a pn er 


Og A 


at 


# 


: Se et ek 
Bh irs: a Ve Se: 


eae 
A 


aa 


af has 


Fan ener en a gear ne tl 


“his nothey *ealiblood Yaqui cae 
t ena ‘largely to the mother’ ie 


russe | 25 live in the Latin quarter, and be will not stay at a 


oo is a. college graduate, an accomplished writer, and = - 


ss ee much ‘about horses end racing as any man in the 


Frequentty. during local Téce meetings his signed articles 
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San Francisco. 


irs. Maria Sepulreds: - 

Born at Sabinas, state of Voahuila in wexin oud 
was married at the age of fifteen to a man twanty years her senior. She 
states she had no schooling and had to be coached to read the literacy- 
when she passed through the Immigration office enroute from exico to 
the United States. She states her husband was above the average of the 
ordinary ‘Mexican laborer in’ intelligence ,with a determination to earn a 
living by any other method than working,sad 4or the first three years 
of their. residence in the United States they were more or less on the 
road following the fruit seasons where there were Mexican camps her 
husband following the vocation of a gambler and tradeing in anything 
legal or illicit whereby he could make a proffit. In a short time, om 
about four years after their arrival in the United States,he was Sent 
to the State prison and at this time she went with her infant daughter 
to live with a Portuguese laborer who was employed in a shipyard close 
to Los Angeles. About a year latXer her husband was, cecleaSed from prison 
but instead of returning to her was deported to ‘lex: cOeand (is she had 
the first home she had ever Known and was treated kindly she refused to 
go to him in slexico and to complicate mathers had at this time another 
child by the man she was living with and her second child being a 
throwback to the negro ancestry of the man ske—is-new living with, a 
typical negro child, the first would pass for a dark nordic or light 
latin. A year or so latter her husband turned up and immediately was 
reported to the Immigration authorities by her fYortuguese paramour and 
was again sent to his native country. She states at this time they legt 
the part of the country where they were living and moved to San ¥#rancis@ 

this was done in fear of reprisal by her husband but since that time 
have heard nothing from him. the man with whom she is now living secures 

Occasional employment and supplementing this with several boarders of his 
nationality they manage to live and have the neccesities and some of the. 
comforts of life,Qne of which was a phonagraph which was kept going at 
full blast with mexican and -pportuguese music all doing the conversation 
which nessescesitaé conversing in a loud shout in able to be heard above 
the socalled music. 
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